
 
 

Skull found 

June 3, 1984 
Willow Creek Drainage, San Jacinto Mtns 
1984-010 

By Joe Erickson 

We received a phone call from 
the Sheriff's Dept. concerning a 
skull that was found in the Willow 
Creek drainage area. The skull 
cap was found by a hiker going 
cross country in the eastern 
slopes of the San Jacinto 
Mountains. He placed this skull 
on a rock where he could find it 
again and informed the Sheriff's 
Dept. upon his return to 
civilization. 

We were asked to search for this 
and we agreed to do this search 
after we finished with our responsibilities at the Mountain Rescue Association seminar 
at Idyllwild, on the same weekend. I had to work that weekend but because this was an 
official mission, and because I 
am an active member, I drove up 
to assist the members already 
present. Don Landells flew the 
informant, RMRU members Mel 
Krug, Kevin Walker, and the 
Sheriff's detective into the area, 
where they immediately located 
the spot. The rest of the team 
was brought in to find any more 
evidence. None was found and 
the theory is that this was from a 
persons camp we found years 
ago when looking for a Mr. Self. 
Mr. Self has not been taken off 
our books as a completed search 
because the evidence is not 

    



conclusive as to the identity of the bone fragments found years ago. Coyotes have 
most likely eaten and or moved anything they could from Mr. Self's camp or body. 

The report from the Sheriff's Dept. is (as we suspected) that there was again not 
enough to identify this skull. 

      
   
 

   
 

RMRU is a volunteer search and rescue team that covers Riverside County and assists other teams with 
search and rescue efforts in other counties. Each member purchases their own equipment and takes time 
off work, without compensation, to participate in search and rescue missions. Team equipment is purchased 
from contributions from the community. We are a non-profit organization and are funded by donations from 
people like you. 

 


