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TRAINING 

!̂  
HELITAC 
5 Dec., Sat. 
Landells Aviation, 
Desert Hot Springs 

By Kevin Walker 

For 
have b 
or ters  of RMRU, articles 
on our  monthly trai 
ings m a y  seem to 
r e p o r t s  o n  s a m e  o 
things, tracking, tech- 
nical, winter skills, and 
yes, helitac. Even though 

for the most part we indeed d o  these train- 
ings again and again, there is a very 
important reason. O u r  lives and the  lives 
of others may depend on our  ability to  
perform these skills in a safe and timely 
manner. Helicopter skills are  placed in a 
high priority. 

Same as with o ther  things w e  do, fel- 
lowship is important.  Before starting the 
organized training, w e  spent time enjoy- 
ing old war stories and tales of past adven- 
tures  with o u r  hosts. With us  this day was 
mountain pilot, Steve DeJesus and Elaine 
Landells, close friend and owner of Lan- 
dells Aviation. 

We started off by having Steve tell us 
about the helicopter, its strong points, 
and of course, its weak areas. Hazardous 
areas were discussed such as tail rotor, a 
very delicate yet deadly location if dealt 
with improperly. Next we  spent quite a bit 
of time around the ship while in a static 
mode. Here members could learn and 
hone their skills for entering, exiting, and 
loading equipment in a safe environment. 

~ f t e r  all present had a chance to  d o  the 
static portion of training, we  moved out- 
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one experienced member. Using our  pr 
fab training rock, members practiced gui 
ing the  pilot and ship into position usin 
hand signals. Once  in postion, whether  it 
be a o n e  runner  touchdown o r  full hover 
above the rock, another pair would enter  
the ship and then be moved away approx- 
imately 100 feet where they would exit 
the ship in a hover about five feet above 
the ground.  All present e o t  a chance to  go 
th rough  t h e  procedure a t  least th ree  Rialto 
times, 

After Steve had the ship cooled a 
shu t  down w e  critiqued the mornin 
activities, and then adjourned to lunch 
After lunch we  traditionally take all equip- 
ment o u t  of the  t w o  vans for cleaning and 
i n v e n t o r y .  While th i s  w a s  go ing  
though, members Kevin Walker, R 
dner  and pilot Steve DeJesus, infa 
known as the  "Three Amigos" en 
tained the group with their unique s 
of humor. I'll let it go at that.  As it 
been before, a very successful training. 
Steve for  his time and skill as a pilot, 
staff for maintaining the ships so 

side. Steve rolled out  one of Landells A R M R U  PHOTO BY J I M  FAIRCHILD 

ation's Bell Jet  Rangers, went  through STATIC - R M R U  members are seen discussing safety procedures and also practice 
pre-flight check and then fired up ntenng and exiting the helicopter in a static mode. This gives everyone time to practice 
ship. We paired up in twos, one new an nd hone skills in a safe environment. 



with the previous day except for actual 
flying. On this day after static practice 
moved several miles away to the h 
behind the San Bernardino Coun 
riff's training center. Here rnernbe 
chance to practice entering and 
the helicopter i n  what i s  called 
landing. This i s  where the pilot p 

of both skids into the hillside, makin 
hipquite stable while working aroun 

1 

k to back trainings proved 
eficial to all, allowing us 
the two different types o 

helicopters. ~ n d  to our hosts at Wester 
chief pilot Pete Gillies and pilot and chi 
of operations Dorcey Wingo, we warm 

MOVING INTO PO: 
ver me MMRU practice ~outoer ~eceiv  signals for RMRU member Bob Sairs 

(blocked), with Kevin Walkertheretoassi Walt Walker, EricTownsend and Larry 
Carter stand by. 

RMRU PHOTO BY JIM FAIRCHILD 

moves helicopter 16U (Uniform) 

aschko, M.D., Editor 
ker, Co-Publisher 

ete Carlson, Computer ~ d d r k s s i n ~  
The R M R U  Newsletter is the off- 

icial publication of the Riverside 
Mountain Rescue Unit, Inc., a non- 
profit volunteer organization dedi- 
cated to saving lives through rescue 
and mountain safety education. The 
R M R U  Newsletter i s  published 12 

s per year by the Riverside Moun- 
Rescue Unit, Inc., and is in- 
ed primarily to inform the reg- 
and sustaining members. 

If you would like to receive the 
newsletter on a regular basis, and at 
the same time become a sustaining 
member, send your tax deductible 
donation of $35.00 or more to: 
Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit 
Post Office Box 5444 
Riverside, CA 92517 

RMRU PHOTO B Y  JIM FAIRCHILD 

Henderson exits the helicopter while Steve 




