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WE S A Y  G O O D B Y E  . . . . . . . .  t o  e i g h t y  pounds o f  e n d l e s s  

e n e r g y ,  t o  t w o  h u g e  s o f t  b r o w n  e y e s ,  and u n c a n n y  

e a r s  t h a t  ' k n e w '  w h e n  r e s c u e s  b e g a n  s i m p l y  by t he  

s o u n d  o f  g e a r  c o m i n g  from bedroom c l o s e t ,  t o  im- 

p a t i e n t  f e e t  p o u n d i n g  a t  her g a t e  a s  she w a i t e d  

for t h e  m o m e n t  when i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  l e a p s  

she c l e a r e d  t h e  f r o n t  l a w n  a n d  l a n d e d  i n  the back  

of t h e  s t a t i o n  w a g o n  - t a i l  h i g h  i n  the a i r  w i t h  

e x c i t e m e n t ,  t o  p r a c t i c e  h u n t s  as she  b o u n d e d  u p  

t o  h e x  catch e a g e r l y  .awaiting the s q u a r e  of choc- 

o l a t e  t h a t  s i g n i f i e d  a job w e l l  d o n e ,  t o  b e i n g  

d r a g g e d  o b l i v i o u s  t o  a l l  a r o u n d  her  through b r u s h  

u n d e r  d o w n e d  t r e e s ,  o v e r  r o c k s ,  t h e n  k n e e - - d e e p  

w a t e r  or i n t o  r a v i n e s  a s  t h e  r i g h t  s c e n t  l e d  h e r  

on an  u n s e e n  t r a i l ,  t o  s i m p l e  joy i n  w a t c h i n g  her 

s t r i v e  t o  p l e a s e ,  t o  w a t c h i n g  h a p p y  p a r e n t s  r e -  

u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  ' m i s s i n g  c h i l d '  b e c a u s e  she  had 

d o n e  h e r  job w e l l ,  t o  m i d w i f i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  1 4  

u n b e l i e v a b l y  s m a l l  b l a c k  p u p p i e s  she w a s  i n o r d i -  

n a t e l y  p r o u d  of, t o  t he  b e l o v e d  f i r s t  d o g  o f  o u r  

f a m i l y ,  t o  RMRU1s first t r a c k i n g  B l o o d h o u n d ,  t o . .  

T R O O P E R ' S  S U G A R  B A B Y  

(Dec. 2 3 ,  1963 - F e b .  2 4 ,  1971) 

. . . . . . . .  WE SAY G O O D B Y E  
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C O M I N G  EVEblTS = = =  

10 March,  Board M e e t i n g ,  1 9 0 0 ,  a t  S p e c k s .  
1 3  & 1 4  March,  B M C  I c e  Axe T r a i n i n g .  R M R U  p r o v i d e s  i n s t r u c t o r s  f o r  t h i s  

most c r u c i a l  s k i l l ,  We a l r e a d y  have a f i n e  s i g n - u p  f o r  i t .  
2 4  March,  R e g u l a r  M e e t i n g ,  1 9 3 0 ,  County H a l l  of  R e c o r d s .  B e s i d e s  t r a i n i n g ,  

b u s i n e s s  - -  we hope a l l  y o u  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  w i l l  b r i n g  t e n  t o  t w ~ n t y  
s l i d e s  you would l i k e  t o  show t h e  r e s t  o f  us - -  of  m i s s i o n s ,  t r a i n i n g ,  
p e r s o n a l  m o u n t a i n e e r i n g .  

2 6 - 2 8  March,  T r a i n i n g ,  North  Face  o f  M t .  S a n  J a c i n t o .  W e l l ,  h e r e  i t  i s !  
T h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  c l i m b  can  be  done  by many r o u t e s ,  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago 
R M R U  a s c e n d e d  v i a  t h e  E a s t  Fork o f  Snowcreek ,  Our p l a n s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  
t o  c l i m b  t h e  f a c e ,  b u t  t o  i n c l u d e  numerous r e a l i s t i c  t r a i n i n g  i t e m s  
b e s i d e s  " c o n d i t i o n i n g "  a n d  f a m i l  i a r i z a t i o n .  lde p l a n  t o  s e t  u p  g r o u p s  
of t h r e e  t o  f o u r  men t o  combine t h o s e  w i t h  l ong  e x p e r i e n c e  and p h y -  
s i c a l  a b i l i t y  w i t h  t h o s e  s t i l l  s t r i v i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e s e  f a c e t s .  No 
one o n  t h e  u n i t  n e e d  f e e l  h e s i t a n t  a b o u t  g o i n g  b e c a u s e  w e  p l a n  f o r  
p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  a s c e n d  t h e  9 0 0 0 '  v e r t i c a l  f e e t  and d e s c e n d  t o  Marion 
Mt. C . G .  We'll c l i m b  t o  4 0 0 0 '  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g ,  a s c e n d  a s  f a r  a s  we f e e l  
l i k e  on S a t u r d a y ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  a b i v o u a c  ( o r  b i v o u a c - a w a k k a ) ,  t h e n  
f i n i s h  on Sunday .  T h i s  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  t h e  t o u g h e s t  a r e a  i n  which we 
c o u l d  h a v e  a r e a l  m i s s i o n ,  s o  o u r  e f f o r t s  w i l l  be t o  d i s c u s s  ( w i t h  some 
r e a l i s m  t h r o u g h  s u r p r i s e s )  how t o  h a n d l e  a  r e a l  one u p  t h e r e .  

1 4  A p r i l ,  Board M e e t i n g .  
2 1  Apri  1 ,  Regu la r  M e e t i n g .  T h i s  o u r  Annual Mee t i ng .  E l e c t i o n s !  
2 4  Apri  I ,  T r a i n i n g .  

SEARCH & R E S C U E  ACTIVITY - - -  

1 3  F e b .  - E v a c u a t i o n ,  Lower 
Lower T a h q u i t z  Canyon - 7 0 0 4  

" T h i s  i s  A1 Andrews w i t h  a r e s c u e  
c a l l .  Can y o u  g o ? "  

" S u r e .  'I 

"Good.  I t ' s  i n  T a h q u i t z  Canyon .  
G i r l  d o v e  i n t o  a p o o l .  H e a d  i n j u r -  
ies. May b e  u n c o n s c i o u s . "  

" I ' m  on my way. S o  L o n g . "  

I h u r r i e d  a l o n g  R o u t e  1 0  t o w a r d s  the 
g l a r i n g  d e s e r t .  Soon W a l t  W a l k e r  
a n d  Mike O r r  c a u g h t  up and w e  s l o w -  
e d  t o  a c r a w l  o n  t h e  c r o w d e d  s t r e -  
e t s  o f  P a l m  S p r i n g s .  (The Bob Hope 
g o l f  t o u r n a m e n t  w a s  o n ) .  

E v e n t u a l l y  we reached t h e  r o a d ' s  e n d  
i n  an e x c l u s i v e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  n e a r  
t h e  mouth  o f  t h e  i n f a m o u s  c a n y o n .  
A s  we l a c e d  o u r  b o o t s  a n d  hurriedly 
s o r t e d  g e a r ,  a h a l f - d r e s s e d ,  sun- 

b u r n e d  t e e n - a g e  boy  g a v e  u s  d e t a i l s  
i n  a stumbling s p e e c h ,  

" S h e ' s . .  .. . ' b o u t  h a l f - w a y  up.  N e a r  
a . .  . . . w a t e r f a l l .  She  w a s  i n  s h o c k .  
S h e ' s . .  . . . c o n s c i o u s  now. " 

A s  t h e  s h e r i f f  radioed f o r  a h e l i -  
c o p t e r ,  Don R i c k e r  d r o v e  in with t h e  
s h i n i n g  o r a n g e  t r u c k ,  t h r e w  o p e n  t h e  
d o o r s ,  i n s t a l l e d  the r a d i o  a n t e n n a  
a n d  s t a r t e d  making out the l o g .  
S t e v e  B r y a n t  a n d  E d  H i l l  r o l l e d  i n  
a n d  w e r e  s o o n  s o r t i n g  o u t  r o p e s  a n d  
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  l i t t e r  a n d  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l i t t e r .  

Then  J i m  F a i r c h i l d  a n d  Mike  Daugh-  
e r t y  a r r i v e d ;  t h e y  w o u l d  be  first 
up t h e  c a n y o n .  T h e y  e m p t i e d  t h e i r  
p a c k s  on  t h e  s t r e e t ,  s o r t e d  o u t  c o l d  
w e a t h e r  and b i v o u a c  g e a r  a n d  r e p a c k -  
e d  f i r s t  a i d  b e l t s ,  p i t o n s ,  c a r a b i -  
n e r s  a n d  s l i n g s .  

Don L a n d e l l ' s  c o p t e r  b e a t  i t s  way up 
the h i l l  and s e t t l e d  o n t o  t h e  s t r e e t  
r a i s i n g  stinging c l o u d s  o f  d i r t  and 
twigs. The r o t o r s  s l o w e d  and, a s  w e  
installed a n  RMRU r a d i o  f o r  t h e  
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p i l o t ,  Mike  a n d  J i m  l a s h e d  t h e i r  
p a c k s  t o  t h e  c a r g o  r a c k  a n d  g o t  i n -  
s i d e .  A f t e r  o u r  t humbs -up  s i g n a l ,  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r o s e ,  c i r c l e d  o v e r -  
h e a d  and c l i m b e d  i n t o  t h e  shadowy  
c a n y o n .  

I n  o n l y  e i g h t  m i n u t e s ,  t h e  c o p t e r  
r e t u r n e d .  W o r k i n g  n e a r  t h e  h e a t  a n d  
r o a r  o f  t h e  e x h a u s t ,  we r e m o v e d  a 
c a r g o  r a c k  a n d  s e t  o u r  c o p t e r  l i t t e r  
i n  p l a c e .  I t  d i d n ' t  fit t h i s  c o p t e r  
s o  we q u i c k l y  s u b s t i t u t e d  o u r  a l t e r -  
n a t e  c l a m p s .  Then  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t e r  
was  s t r a p p e d  o n .  W a l t  a n d  Mike O x r  
g o t  i n  a n d  t h e  c o p t e r  s o a r e d  i n t o  
t h e  c a n y o n  a g a i n .  

The  r a d i o  b l a r e d  a s  J i m  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  v i c t i m ,  C h r i s  R o b e r t s ,  h a d  a  
s w o l l e n  f o r e h e a d  a n d  a  g a s h  a c r o s s  
h e r  u p p e r  l i p .  A f t e r  b a n d a g i n g  
t h e s e  i n j u r i e s  a n d  m a k i n g  a  t h o r o u g h  
e x a m ,  h e ,  b o t h  M i k e s '  a n d  W a l t  moved 
h e r  t o  t h e  l i t t e r  w h e r e  s h e  was  k e p t  
warm by  t h e  s p e c i a l  r e s c u e  down 
s l e e p i n g  b a g .  

A r t  B r i d g e  a n d  I f l e w  i n  n e x t ,  f o l -  
l o w e d  c l o s e l y  b y  Ed B i l l  a n d  S t e v e  
B r y a n t .  

To g e t  t o  a  h e l i s p o t ,  C h r i s  w o u l d  
h a v e  t o  b e  h o i s t e d  up  a 7 0 - f o o t  
c l i f f .  Then  s h e  c o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  
up a s h o r t  s l o p e  t o  a l a r g e  r o c k  
with e n o u g h  room f o r  o n e  c o p t e r  r u n -  
n e r  and t h r e e  men t o  l o a d  t h e  lit- 
t e r .  

Above t h e  c l i f f ,  D a u g h e r t y  a n d  O r r  
hammered  p i t o n s  i n t o  a h o r i z o n t a l  
c r a c k .  They  s n a p p e d  a c a r a b i n e r  
i n t o  e a c h  p i n  a n d  t h r e a d e d  a 1 5 0 -  
f o o t  r o p e  t h r o u g h  t h e  ' b i n e r s ' .  
They c l i p p e d  more  ' b i n e r s '  t o  t h e  
r o p e  b e t w e e n  e a c h  p i n .  A b o w l i n e  
k n o t  was  a d d e d ,  i t s  t a i l  was l o o p e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n - b e t w e e n  ' biners a n d  
t h e  z i q - z a g  o f  r o p e  known a s  a s e l f -  
e q u a l i z i n g  a n c h o r  ( S E A )  was f i n i s h -  
e d .  

W i t h  t h e  S E A ,  a r o p e ' s  l o a d  d i v i d e s  
e v e n l y  among t h e  p i t o n s .  And i f  a  
p i t o n  p u l l s  l o o s e ,  t h e  SEA r e d i s -  
t r i b u t e s  t h e  l o a d  among t h e  r e m a i n -  
i n g  p i t o n s .  F o r  t h i s  r e s c u e ,  t h e  
l o a d  w o u l d  b e  o n l y  300 p o u n d s  o r  s o  

A s e c o n d  r o p e  was t h r e a d e d  t h r o u g h  
a  J u m a r  r o p e  c l a m p  a n d  two  p u l l e y s  
t o  f o r m  a Z - s h a p e d  m e c h a n i c a l  a d -  
v a n t a g e  ( M A ) .  W i t h  t h e  M A ,  three 
men c o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  Load e a s i l y .  
B u t  t h e  MA a l l o w s  o n l y  a b o u t  1 0  
f e e t  o f  h a u l i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  J u m a r  i s  
moved  f o r  a n o t h e r  " b i t e " .  To h o l d  
t h e  l i t t e r  w h i l e  t h e  J u m a r  i s  moved 
( a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a s a f e t y  r o p e )  we 
u s e d  a s e p a r a t e  b e l a y  r o p e  a n d  two  
b r a k e  b a r s  t i e d  t o  more p i t o n s .  

Down b e l o w ,  C h r i s '  u n t i m e l y  n e e d  de -  
l a y e d  l i t t e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  J i m  a n d  
W a l t  t h o u g h t  t h e  n e e d  c o u l d  b e  a b -  
s o r b e d  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  by  t o w e l s  b a c k -  
e d  with p l a s t i c .  After h a n d i n g  h e r  
t h e  t o w e l s ,  t h e y  d i s c r e t e l y  t u r n e d  
t o  g a z e  down t h e  c a n y o n  a n d  e x c h a n g e  
p e n e t r a t i n g  comments  on t h e  h a r d n e s s  
o f  t h e  r o c k s ,  t h e  b l u e n e s s  o f  t h e  
s k y ,  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  s u n  a n d  
t h e  l o n g n e s s  o f  t h e  d a y .  

B e f o r e  l o n g ,  we c a r r i e d  t h e  l i t t e r  
t o  t h e  c l i f f  a n d  a t t a c h e d  t h e  h a u l -  
i n g  r o p e  a n d  t h e  b e l a y  r o p e .  The 
b e l a y  r o p e  w a s  a l s o  t i e d  a r o u n d  
C h r i s '  w a i s t  f o r  a d d e d  s a f e t y .  S i n -  
c e  W a l t  was t o  g u i d e  t h e  l i t t e r ,  h e  
was  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  h a u l i n g  r o p e  
with a  l o n g  s l i n g .  When e v e r y t h i n g  
was  r e a d y ,  J i m  a n d  I p u l l e d  o u r s e l -  
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v e s  up t h e  h a u l i n g  r o p e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  
the h a u l i n g .  

A f t e r  o n l y  f i v e  m i n u t e s  o f  a l t e r n a t -  
e l y  h a u l i n g  a n d  moving t h e  Jumar, 
W a l t  and  C h r i s  w e r e  on t o p .  A s  a  
c a l l  was s e n t  f o r  t h e  c o p t e r ,  r o p e s  
w e r e  r emoved ,  a s e c o n d  b e l a y  was a t -  
t a c h e d  a n d  we c a r r i e d  t h e  l i t t e r  up 
t o  t h e  h e l i s p o t .  F o u r  o f  u s  w a i t e d  
t o  l o a d  t h e  l i t t e r  on t h e  a p p r o a c h -  
i n g  c o p t e r .  O t h e r s  c o i l e d  r o p e s ,  
g a t h e r e d  " b i n e r s l '  a n d  hammered o u t  
p i t o n s .  

The c o p t e r  t o u c h e d  one  r u n n e r  on t h e  
b o u l d e r  a n d  J i m  e a s e d  h i m s e l f  i n s i d e  
a s  we s t r a p p e d  t h e  l i t t e r  o n .  Giv-  
i n g  t h e  thumbs-up  s i g n a l ,  we b a c k e d  
away and  h u d d l e d  i n  t h e  r o a r  a s  t h e  
c o p t e r  r o s e  and  swooped down t h e  
c a n y o n .  

Dave C r i m i  met  t h e  c o p t e r  a t  t h e  
h o s p l t a l  a n d  b r o u g h t  Jlm b a c k  t o  
b a s e  camp w h e r e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  w a i t -  
e d .  We c r i t i q u e d  o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  
p a c k e d  o u r  g e a r  and  d r o v e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  d a r k  t o  S h a k e y ' s  f o r  a  p i z z a  
d i n n e r .  -- Bob N e l s o n  

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 

F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  who a r e  new r e a d e r s  
o f  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ,  h e r e  a r e  a few 
n o t e s  a b o u t  o u r  s u s t a i n i n g  member- 
s h i p .  R M R U ' s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  i s  
a c q u i r e d  e n t i r e l y  f rom o u r  r e g u l a r  
a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  members.  O u r  r e g u -  
lar members a r e  t h o s e  who h a v e  t h e  
t i m e  t o  g e t  o u t  a n d  do t h e  a c t u a l  
s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  work .  Our  s u s -  
t a i n i n g  members a r e  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  
a s  p e o p l e  who h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
b u t  f o r  o n e  o r  more r e a s o n s  a r e  un- 
a b l e  t o  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e .  They 
a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p  
w i t h i n  R M R U ,  a s  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p -  
p o r t  i s  v e r y  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  l i f e  
o f  o u r  u n i t .  A s  a  s u s t a i n i n g  member 
you h a v e  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l a y  a  
s u p p o r t i n g  r o l e  i n  a  g e n u i n e  l i f e -  
s a v i n g  e n t e r p r i s e .  Your a n n u a l  do- 
n a t i o n ,  1 0 0 %  o f  i t ,  g o e s  t o  pay  f o r  
u n i t  r a d i o s ,  v e h i c l e ,  r o p e s  a n d  0 t h  
o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  g e a r ,  t h e i r  m a i n t e n -  
a n c e  a n d  r e p a i r  and  f o x  o t h e r  u n i t  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s .  T h i s  month we 
w a n t  t o  t h a n k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  
f o r  r e n e w i n g  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p s :  
The R u b i d o u x  G r a n g e -  C o m m i t t e e  o f  
Women's Activities; M r .  & M r s .  R .  0. 
Ridenour; M r .  & M r s .  R .  E .  F l e m i n g ;  
and  M r .  & M r s .  J .  L e r ~ y  D o o l e y .  - A 1  

p -  P.-e, 4 
. ,F 1 - 
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F E B R U A R Y  TRAINING 
WINTER---SAN GORGON10 A R E A  

Once a g a i n  t h e  i n t r e p i d  m o u n t a i n -  
e e r s  o f  RMRU snowshoed  a n d  s k i i e d  
i n t o  t h e  w i n t e r  w o n d e r l a n d  of  snow 
a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  f e e t .  Some g r o u p s  s t a r t e d  
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,  e n j o y i n g  t h e  b e a u t y  
o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s i d e s ,  o t h e r s  b e g a n  
a f t e r  d a r k  a n d  h u r r i e d  a s  f a s t  a s  
p o s s i b l e  on  s n o w s h o e s .  

The e a r l y  b i r d s ,  Don R i c k e r ,  S t e v e  
S t e p h e n s  a n d  W a l t  Walker  c o n s t r u c t e d  
t h e  l a r g e s t  RMRU i g l o o  t o  d a t e .  The 
snow was j u s t  r i g h t  f o r  c u t t i n g  
b l o c k s  w i t h  t h e  new snow saw.  How- 
e v e r  t h e y  h a d  n o t  r e a l i z e d  t h e  t i m e  
i t  t a k e s  t o  b u i l d  a snow home t h a t  
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one  c a n  s t a n d  i n .  With  f l a s h l i g h t s  
a n d  f r e e z i n g  f i n g e r s ,  t h e i r  home f o r  
t h e  weekend was c o m p l e t e d  a f t e r  
d a r k .  They r e p o r t  t h a t  an  i g l o o  i s  
f i n e  u n t i l  y o u  g e t  t w o  s t o v e s  g o i n g ,  
t h e n  i t  r a i n s .  

O t h e r  g r o u p s  r o u g h e d  i t ,  by s l e e p -  
i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  o p e n  w i t h  v a r y i n g  de-  
g r e e s  o f  s u c c e s s .  D i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  
o f  t e n t s  w e r e  s e t  u p ,  f rom t h e  v e r y  

s m a l l e s t  one-man t o  t h e  d e l u x e  B i s -  
h o p  U l i t m a t e  t h a t  Mike D a u g h e r t y  and  
J a c k  S c h n u r r  p a c k e d  i n .  

The p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  
t r i p  e a c h  y e a r  i s  t o  t r a i n  t h e  new r 
members ,  a n d  r e f r e s h  t h e  o l d - t i m e r s ,  
i n  i c e  a x e  a r r e s t s .  From t h e  b o u n c -  
i n g ,  s l i d i n g  i t  w a s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a 
l o t  was b e i n g  l e a r n e d .  T e a m  member 

Lee M i c k e l s o n ,  who t o o k  a n d  p r o c e s -  
s e d  a l l  t h e  p h o t o s  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  
trip, c a u g h t  a  f e l l o w  team member 
s t a r t i n g  t o  make a  g o o d  a r r e s t .  

However ,  i f  y o u  l o o k  c a r e f u l l y  you 
s e e  t h a t  t h i s  m a n ' s  l e f t  k n e e  i s  n o t  
b e n t  enough  a n d  h i s  crampon caught 
i n  t h e  snow w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  re-  
s u l t s .  A f t e r  some t u m b l i n g  h e  was 
a b l e  t o  arrest h i s  f a l l  and  s t o p .  

R M R U  P E O P L E  - - -  

M i k e  D a u g h e r t y  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  com- 
p l e t e d  h i s  PhD. p r o g r a m .  I t  was a t  a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  a t  h i s  home t h e  o t h e r  
n i g h t  t h a t  we g o t  a c a l l  t o  L a  Quin-  
t a  f o r  a m i s s i n g  man who l a t e r  was 
more o r  l e s s  l o c a t e d .  I n  t h e  Walk- 
i n g  Wound D e p t .  d u r i n g  t h e  San Gor-  
g o n i o  W i n t e r  T r i p  we h a d  Lee M i  c k e l -  



s o n  a n d  Bob M a c P h e r s o n  d o i n g  p r e t t y  
w e l l  on t h e i r  k n e e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e c e n -  
t l y  o p e r a t e d  u p o n ;  B u d  W h i t e ' s  Ach- 
i l l e s  t e n d o n  k e e p s  on  g i v i n g  h i m  
t r o u b l e ;  Wal t  W a l k e r ' s  s h o u l d e r ,  i n -  
j u r e d  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c r a s h ,  came 
s l i g h t l y  u n - g l u e d ;  blank Schmel  s t i l l  
has numb t o e s .  P r o b a b l y  t h e r e ' s  
m o r e ,  b u t  w e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a b o u t  i t .  
D a u g h e r t y  a g a i n ;  h e  w a s  e s c o r t e d  
down t h e  hill S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a f -  
t e r  b e i n g  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  a  1 0 3  d e g .  
f e v e r  a n d  c o u g h .  We m e n t i o n  t h i s  
t o  c a u t i o n  a n y o n e  t h a t  a  f e v e r  a t  
high a l t i t u d e ,  c o m p l i c a t e d  w i t h  a  
c o u g h ,  means  g e t  the v i c t i m  down t o  
l o w e r  e l e v a t i o n s .  Dr.  Norm M e 1  l o r  
a n d  v / i  f e  a r e  v a c a t i o n i n g  f o r  t h r e e  
w e e k s  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c ,  t a k -  
i n g  i n  s u c h  p l a c e s  as T a h i t i  a n d  N e w  
Z e a l a n d .  How h a r d  t o  t a k e !  
E d .  n o t e .  W e  w o u l d  s o l i c i t  news i t-  
ems i n v o l v i n g  RMRU members  a n d  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .  J u s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  
f r o m  t h e  mundane t o  t h e  h e r o i c .  

e Road 
Runner sez-  
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W e  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
why some o f  t h e  c a l l - o u t  p a c k s  c a r -  
r i e d  on  m i s s i o n s  c o n t a i n  s o m e w h a t  
l e s s  t h a n  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  c o m p l e m e n t  
o f  g e a r .  P e r h a p s  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  o v e r  
h a l f  t h e  p r e s e n t  members  o f  RMRU 
have n e v e r  b e e n  on a m i s s i o n  w h e r e  
t h e y  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  o v e r  
t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s ,  o r  e v e n  s u s t a i n -  
t i a l l y  l e s s .  The g e a r  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
training m a n u a l  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  c a l l -  
o u t  p a c k  i s  t h e r e  f o r  a p u r p o s e - - t o  
s u s t a i n  t h e  member a n d  t h e  v i c t i m  
f o r  4 8  h o u r s .  H e r e ' s  w h a t  y o u ' d  
f i n d  i n  t h e  R o a d r u n n e r ' s  p a c k :  
f l a s h l i g h t  ( " C "  c e l l  s i z e  & s m a l l  
t r a c k i n g :  e x t r a  b a t t e r i e s  & b u l b s ;  
maps o f  a r e a ;  c o m p a s s ;  m a t c h e s  i n  
t h r e e  w a t e r p r o o f  c o n t a i n e r s  ; f i r e -  
s t a r t e r s ;  s e v e r a l  f L a r e  p e n c i l s ;  
d a y - n i g h t  f l a r e ;  6 - c u p  w i d e - m o u t h  
c a n t e e n ;  cup; s p o o n ;  f o o d  f o r  4 8  
h o u r s ;  5 0 '  n y l o n  c o r d ;  1 0 0 '  7 m m .  
P e r l o n  r o p e ;  3 s l i n g s  ( n y l o n  l u x  
1 5 '  ) ;  6 ' b i n e r s ;  b r a k e  bar; p u l l e y ;  
two s h o r t  p r u s i k  s l i n g s ;  s i g n a l  mir- 
r o r ;  w h i s t l e ;  t r a i l  t a p e ;  n o t e b o o k  
& p e n c i l ;  f i r s t  a i d  b e l t ,  c o m p l e t e ;  

19,- 

- 

e i g h t h - i n c h  e n s o l i t e  p a d ;  b i v v y  c o -  
v e r ;  9x12  v i n y l  p l a s t i c  s h e e t ;  b i -  
n o c u l a r s ;  down sweater; w i n d  p a r k a  
& p a n t s  ; l e a t h e r  g l o v e s ;  t o i l e t  t i s -  
s u e ;  a i r  s p l i n t  ( a t h l e t i c  l e g )  ; m i s -  
c e l l a n e o u s  kit w i t h  a l l  kinds o f  
j u n k ,  u s e f u l  t h a t  i s ;  c a r r i e d  i n  a 
M i l l e t  3 7 0  R u c k s a c k ,  o r  J o e  Brown 
p a c k ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon how much t e a m  
g e a r ,  e v e n  go  t o  a b i g g e r  p a c k  de -  
p e n d i n g  upon  e x p e c t e d  demands  o f  t h e  
m i s s i o n .  Let's r e - p h r a s e  a n  old 
q u e s t i o n  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  
i n  t h e  p a s t :  "Am I a s  p r e p a r e d  in 
e v e r y  way f o r  t h e  n e x t  m i s s i o n  as I 
w o u l d  w a n t  m y  t e a m m a t e s  t o  be  if I 
w e r e  the v i c t i m ? "  

As p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  b o -  

- 4 ?..!I-& a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,  I a m  
ry - 2  

*,,:el. i s s u i n g  a p l e a  on  b e h a l f  
:.,lf& o f  t h e  other members  o f  

t h e  b o a r d .  We a r e  a t  

hk ~AES'DWT'S @;3 p r e s e n t  s p e n d i n g  t o  
much t i m e  i n  d i s c u s s i o n  
w i t h  n o n - b o a r d  member s .  
W e  o f  the b o a r d  s t i l l  

s o l i c i t  y o u r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  board 
m e e t i n g s  i f  y o u  h a v e  an  i n t e r e s t  o r  
h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
b o a r d .  H o w e v e r ,  p l e a s e  b e  a s  b r i e f  
a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  s t a y  on  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

I n  c a s e  y o u  h a v e  n o t  r e a d  y o u r  By-  
Laws r e c e n t l y  o r  y o u  a r e  a member 
o f  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r ,  I b r i n g  t o  
y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h e  A n n u a l  RMRU 
m e e t i n g  when t h e  g e n e r a l  m e m b e r s h i p  
e l e c t s  t h e  s e v e n  man b o a r d  o f  d i -  
r e c t o r s .  Would y o u  p l e a s e  g i v e  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  some o f  y o u r  ' t h o u g h t '  
t i m e .  t i r n  

A l s o ,  b e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w h e r e  y o u  
c o u l d  m o s t  help RMRU as a member o f  
o n e  o r  more  o f  t h e  many c o m m i t t i e s .  
?A s i g n - u p  l i s t  w i l l  b e  c i r c u l a t e d  
a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g .  

We o f  t h e  RMRU N e w s l e t t e r  s t a f f  a s k  
f o r  y o u r  comments  on  t h e  new f o r m a t  
a n d  a n y  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s ,  g o o d  o r  h a d  
t h a t  y o u  may h a v e .  Once again we 
a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h e  l a t e  a r r i v a l  o f  
t h e  F e b r u a r y  N e w s l e t t e r .  - P r e s . W a l t  


