
1 NEWSLETTER 1 
P U B L I S H E D  MONTHLY BY T H E  RIVERSIDE MOUNTAIN RESCUE UNIT, 1NC. 

A VOLUNTEER NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 
P 0. BOX 5444, RIVERSIDE. CALIFORNIA 92507 

MEMBER OF THE MOUNTAIN RESCUE ASSOCIATION 

V o l u m e  V I I ,  I s s u e  4 ,  Apr i l  1 9 7 1  
E d i t o r ,  Jim F a i r c h i l d  
P h o t o g r a p h e r ,  L e e  M i c k e l s o n  
P u b l i s h e r ,  W a l t  W a l k e r  

C O M I N G  E V E N T S  = = =  

21  A p r i l ,  Regular  Mee t ing ,  1 9 3 0  a t  County Hall  of Records.  Another y e a r  h a s  
passed and t h e  Annual Meeting wi th  e l e c t i o n s  i s  h e r e .  Dr. Norman Mel l o r  
p l a n s  t o  be t h e r e  t o  g i v e  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  on C P R  (Cardio-pulmonary  
r e s u s c i t a t i o n ) .  The coming months w i l l  s e e  t h e  upgrade o f  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
s k i  1 1 s  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of r e g u l a r  members, t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  becom- 
i n g  a p r o b a t i o n a r y  member have a l r e a d y  become m u c h  more s t r i n g e n t .  We can 
a l l  show o u r  s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  by a t t e n d i n g  t h e  mee t ing .  T h e n ,  i n  whatever  
p o s i t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  we a r e  e l e c t e d  o r  r e q u e s t e d  t o  
c a r r y  o u t ,  we can d i r e c t l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  R M R U ' s  c o n t i n u o u s  improvement.  

24  A p r i l ,  Techn ica l  T r a i n i n g ,  Mt. Rubidoux. H e r e ' s  t h e  e x c i t i n g  d a y  when w e  
w i l l  " p e r f e c t "  o u r  new i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  1 i f t  f o r  t h e  l i t t e r ;  
t r a i n  new members o n  r appe l1  i n g ,  p r u s i  k i n g ,  p i  ton  c r a f t ,  a n c h o r s ,  f i r s t  
a i d  o n  t h e  f a c e ,  how t o  conduct  and l e a d  t e c h n i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n s ,  and many 
o t h e r  s k i l l s .  We w i l l  have a much needed equipment  show a n d  c h e c k - o f f  
a f t e r  l u n c h .  And, a s  we a r e  doing n e a r l y  eve ry  t r a i n i n g  n o w ,  a mock mis- 
s i o n .  Other  p e r t i n e n t  d e t a i l s  a t  2 i  Apr i l  mee t ing .  

1 2  May, Board Meet ing ,  1 9 0 0  a t  F a i r c h i l d s '  , 4855 C e n t r a l .  

19 M a y ,  Regular  Meet ing.  Note the e a r l i e r  date because o f  M e m o r i a l  D a y  
W e e k e n d .  

2 1 - 2 3  May, T r a i n i n g ,  C l i m b  North Face of San J a c i n t o  Mountain.  T h e r e ' s  a  
p r e t t y  s t r o n g  r e s o l u t i o n  abou t  doing i t  w i t h o u t  f a i l  t h i s  m o n t h .  Only a  
p r o h i b i t i v e  f l u r r y  o f  r e a l  m i s s i o n s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  postponrnent.  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a number  o f  p r e s e n t  b o a r d  members  who h o p e  t o  b e  r e - e l e c t e d  
h a v e  d e d i c a t e d  e v e r y  f u t u r e  Wednesday  t o  some p h a s e  o f  RMRU a c t i v i t y  b e s i d e s  
b o a r d  a n d  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  : R u b i d o u x - o n - t h e - r o c k s  ; s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  o n  
s t a n d a r d s ,  e t c .  ; c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  t o  d e v e l o p  p r o c e d u r e s  ; and o t h e r  c r u c i  a1 
f a c e t s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and o p e r a t i o n a l  L i f e  o f  t h e  
u n i t .  I f  e v e r y  member r e s o l v e s  t o  t a k e  o n  some t a s k ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  w i l l  be  
a m a z i n g .  We m u s t  r emember  the r a t i o n a l e  for our e f f o r t s  - -  t o  m o r e  e f f e c -  
t i v e l y  h e l p  t h e  p o o r  s o u l  s u f f e r i n g  o u t  i n  the w i l d e r n e s s .  

R M R U  P E O P L E  - - -  

Mike  O r r  l o s t  a  $ 2 0 0 . 0 0  w r i s t  w a t c h  
q i v e n  t o  h im by h i s  wife. Where, 
how? D u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  n i g h t t i m e  
s c r a m b l e  d o w n  Dark  Canyon on t h e  
s e a r c h  f o r  the t h r e e  g i r l s .  A n  i n -  
t e n s i v e  s e a r c h  t h e  n e x t  d a y  by  
f4ike a n d  f r i e n d s  f a i l e d  t o  r e c o v e r  
t h e  watch. B i l l  Rriggs has r e s i q n -  

e d .  H e  s e r v e d  w i t h  RMRU f o r  a b o u t  
s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  a s  a n  e x c e l -  
l e n t  t e c h n i c a l  c l i m b e r ,  t r a c k e r ,  
a n d  f i n e  c o m p a n i o n .  Bob M a c P h e r s o n  
w i l l  soon move t o  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  
a r e a .  H e  has b e e n  on many o p e r a t -  
i o n s  w i t h  the u n i t  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  
when h e  moved t o  C o s t a  Mesa .  D i c k  
W e b s t e r  p l a n s  t o  t a k e  a t e a c h i n g  
p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v .  o f  A r i z o n a  
i n  Tucson. s o  w i l l  b e  m o v i n g  i n  &u- 
g u s t .  D i c k  t o o ,  w i l l  be m i s s e d  as  
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a t r e m e n d o u s l y  c a p a b l e  S A R  man. 
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  g r e a t  m e m o r i e s  o f  
r e a l  m i s s i o n s  a n d  s p o r t  c l i m b i n g  
w i t h  t h e s e  men. 

S t e v e  S t e p h e n s  has b e e n  d r a f t e d  i n -  
t o  t h e  U . S .  Army a n d  w i l l  r e p o r t  on 
1 3  A p r i l .  We w i s h  S t e v e  a s a f e  s e r -  
v i c e  a n d  a s s u m e  h e '  11 r e t u r n  t o  
@lRU upon  c o m p l e t i o n .  J i m  and J o -  
Anne F a i r c h i l d ' s  s o n  J o h n  h a s  com- 
p l e t e d  M a c h i n i s t  R e p a i r m a n  S c h o o l  
f o r  t h e  Navy a t  S a n  D i e g o  a n d  r e -  
p o r t s  s o o n  t o  ~ a w a i i  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  
b e  b a s e d .  A s  a n  a v i d  b i r d e r ,  h e  
c a n  h a r d l y  w a i t !  A b e l a t e d  c o n g r a t -  
u l a t i o n s  t o  Bud a n d  s u e  W h i t e ' s  s o n  
Mike  u p o n  r e a c h i n g  t h e  r a n k  o f  
E a g l e  i n  the Boy S c o u t s ,  Mike  i s  
q u i t e  a n  o u t d o o r s m a n  a n d  a m a r a t h o n  
r u n n e r .  A r t  a n d  Cappy B r i d g e  h a v e  
a s o n ,  D i c k ,  i n  Webb S c h o o l  w h e r e  
h e  i s  m a i n t a i n i n g  an "A"  a v e r a g e .  
And t h i s  s c h o o l  i s  a c c r e d i t e d  t o p s  
for p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  w e s t  o f  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i .  A r t  B r i d g e ,  Don R i c k -  
e r  a n d  F a i r c h i l d  o f  RMRU,  t h e  t w o  
b o y s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  g o  w i t h  a 
S i e r r a  C l u b  g r o u p  t o  c l i m b  P i c a c h o  
d e l  D i a b l o  ( 1 0 , 1 5 4 ' )  i n  B a j a ,  C a l -  
i f o r n i a  t h e  week  o f  3 -9  A p r i l .  
I f  we g o o f  i n  o u r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
y o u ' l l  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e  r e s c u e  i n  t h e  
n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r .  W a l t  W a l k e r ,  was 
a w a k e n e d  a t  2 a.m.  o n  a Monday b y  
the c r a s h  o f  a  v c h c i l e  i n t o  a con -  
c r e t e  s t a n d p i p e .  B e  jumped i n t o  
h i s  s w e a t s u i t  ( r e a d y  f o r  t h e  morn- 
i n g  run), g r a b b e d  his f i r s t  a i d  
b e l t  a n d  f l a s h l i g h t  a n d  r a n .  He 
f o u n d  o n e  v i c t i m  i n  t h e  p i c k - u p  
w i t h  s e r i o u s  f a c e  and h e a d  i n j u r -  
i e s .  H e  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  v i c t i m  f rom 
mov ing  a b o u t  u n t i l  t h e  a m b u l a n c e  
a r r i v e d  a n d  t h e n  t r i e d  t o  go  b a c k  
t o  s l e e p .  

M A G A Z I N E  R E V I E W  - - -  
W e l l ,  n o t  a r e v i e w  r e a l l y ,  b u t  a 
n o t e  o n  " T r u e ' s "  B i k i n g  a n d  Camp- 
i n g  G u i d e  ( T r u e  M a g a z i n e  S p o r t s  
S e r i e s  No. 1 0 ) .  Here  i s  a n  e n t i r e  
i s s u e  o n  m o s t  o f  t h e  f a c e t s  o f  
w i l d e r n e s s  c l i m b i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  a n d  
c a m p i n g .  O v e r w h e l m i n g l y  a c c u r a t e  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
b r i n g  b a c k  f o n d  m e m o r i e s ;  t h e  a r t -  

i c l e s  r e a l l y  g i v e  a fine p i c t u r e  o f  
w h a t  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  i s  l i k e ,  and  
w h a t  i t ' s  l i k e  t o  b a c k p a c k  t h e r e .  
The s h o r t c o m i n g s  a n d  e n s u i n g  cri- 
t i c i s m s  w o u l d  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  
r e s c u e  p e o p l e  o n l y .  

S E A R C H  & R E S C U E  A C T I V I T Y  - - -  

74 M a r c h  - R e s c u e  - # 7 1 0 5  
C o t t o n w o o d  C a n y o n  

A b o u t  2 :  1 5  p .m.  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  we 
r e c e i v e d  a  c a l l  f rom t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  
s u b s  t a t i o n  i n  B a n n i n g  r e q u e s t i n g  
h e l p  i n  t h e  r e s c u e  of a y o u n g  m a n  
who h a d  become s t r a n d e d  i n  t h e  h i l l s  
a b o v e  C o t t o n w o o d  Canyon i n  t h e  S a n  
G o r g o n i o  P a s s  a r e a .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a m  was on M t .  S a n  
G o r g o n i o  g i v i n g  i c e  axe i n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ' s  B a s i c  M o u n t a i n -  
e e r i n g  C l a s s ,  a n d  s o  i t  w a s  w i t h  
some d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  we a s s e m b l e d  
a g r o u p  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  c a l l .  

From t h e  r o a d h e a d ,  we c o u l d  s e e  S t -  
e v e  M i l l e r  ( 2 0 )  t h r o u g h  f i e l d  q l a s -  
s e s .  He had become s t r a n d e d  n e a r  
t h e  t o p  o f  a s t e e p ,  r o t t e n  c h u t e  
w h i c h  wound i t s  way o u t  o f  t h e  b o t -  
t o m  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s i d e  c a n y o n s  e a s t  
o f  t h e  m a i n  d r a i n a g e .  D i c k  C a f f r o y  
h a d  arrived on t h c  s c e n e  q u i t e  e a r l y  
a n d  h a d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s i z e d  u p .  A 
d e p u t y  was  i n  v o i c e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
v i c t i m  who was  known n o t  t o  be  i n -  
j u r e d ,  a n d  s o  i t  w a s n ' t  l o n g  b e f o r e  
f i v e  o f  u s ,  a r m e d  w i t h  two 1 5 0  f o o t  
r o p e s  a n d  a  number  o f  a luminum pic- 
k e t s ,  w e r e  on our way u p  t h e  c a n y o n .  

By c l i m b i n g  t h e  h i l l s i d e  s o u t h  o f  
the c h u t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v i c t i m  was  
l o c a t e d ,  w e  w e r e  s o o n  i n  p o s i t i o n  on 
a small k n o b  i m m e d i a t e l y  a b o v e  t h e  
t o p  o f  the c h u t e .  The v i c t i m  was  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t e e p -  
est p a r t  o f  t h e  c h u t e ,  a b o u t  3 0  
f e e t  b e l o w  t h e  t o p .  The t e r r a i n  on 
h i s  right and  l e f t  was e i t h e r  v e r t i -  
c a l  o r  o v e r h a n g i n g  a n d  a b o v e  h im r o -  
s e  s t e e p  r i b s  o f  p r e c a r i o u s l y  b a l -  
a n c e d  r o t t e n  r o c k  w h i c h  a w a i t e d  o n l y  
t h e  s m a l l e s t  e x c u s e  t o  g o  f l y i n g  
down t h e  chute. A s  a f i r s t  s t e p ,  
P e t e  C a r l s o n  g i n g e r l y  l o w e r e d  a  h e l -  
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m e t  a n d  a p a r k a  t o  t h e  v i c t i m ,  who 
h a d  b e e n  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  s u n  s i n c e  
1 p.m. w i t h o u t  a s h i r t  o n .  A f t e r  
t h e  h e l m e t  was  o n ,  h e  w a s  i n s t r u c t -  
e d  t o  t i e  i n t o  t h e  l o w e r i n g  r o p e  
w h i c h  was  s e c u r e d  t o  a  m u l t i p l e  
p i c k e t  a n c h o r  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  c u r  
c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  J o h n  M u r d o c k .  The 
n e x t  p r o b l e m  was  t o  d e c i d e  how t o  
r e a c h  h i m .  The e n o r m o u s  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  l o o s e  r o c k  a b o v e  h im made i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  we c o u l d  n o t  s i m p l y  low-  
e r  a man t o  h i m  f r o m  a b o v e .  S o ,  I 
c l i m b e d  down a l o n g  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  
e d g e  o f  t h e  c h u t e  a n d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
t h e  b e s t  p l a n  w o u l d  b e  t o  t r a v e r s e  
t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  t i e  h im i n t o  my 
r o p e ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e  two o f  u s  l o w e r -  
e d  o n t o  l e s s  s t e e p  g r o u n d .  B y  t r a -  
v e r s i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  l o w e r e d ,  
I h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  
r o p e  c o u l d  b e  k e p t  t o  a minimum s o  
a s  t o  b r i n g  down the l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  
q u a n t i t y  o f  d e b r i s .  I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  
by  t r a v e r s i n g ,  a l l  o f  t h e  r o c k f a l l  
w o u l d  b e  t o  his r i g h t  u n t i l  I was  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s e c u r e  h i m  b e l o w  
m e  on t h e  r o p e  a n d  t h e r e b y  p r o t e c t  
h i m  f r o m  r o c k f a l l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
Mike  O r r  a n d  B e r n i e  M c I l v o y  a r r i v e d  
j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  p r o v i d e  some b a d l y  
n e e d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  manpower .  

W i t h  P h i l  M o e d t  r e l a y i n g  s i g n a l s  
f r o m  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  c h u t e ,  I b e g a n  
t h e  t r a v e r s e ,  E v e r y t h i n g  w o r k e d  a s  
p l a n n e d  u n t i l  I was a b o u t  1 0  f e e t  
f r o m  t h e  v i c t i m .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  
" g r o u n d "  b e t w e e n  u s  a c t u a l l y  b e  came 
o v e r h a n g i n g  a n d  s o  I h a d  t o  b e  low- 
e r e d  a b o u t  1 0  f e e t  t o  a p o i n t  w h e r e  
I c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  a c l i m b i n q  t r a v e r -  
s e .  H a v i n g  r e a c h e d  a p o s i t i o n  b e -  
l ow a n d  a few f e e t  r i g h t  o f  the v i c -  
t i m ,  I w a s  h a u l e d  b o d i l y  o v e r  a  s m -  
all o v e r h a n g i n g  bulge a n d  a r r i v e d  
a t  h i s  s i d e .  A s  s o o n  a s  h e  was  ti- 
e d  o n t o  t h e  t a i l  o f  t h e  r o p e  a n d  
swung i n t o  p o s i t i o n  b e l o w  me, t h e  
two o f  u s  w e r e  l o w e r e d  t o  a  p o i n t  
f r o m  w h i c h  we e a s i l y  t r a v e r s e d  r i -  
g h t  o n t o  e a s y  g r o u n d .  I n  t h e  p r o -  
c e s s  o f  t h e  t r a v e r s e  a n d  l o w e r i n g ,  
my h e l m e t  m y s t e r i o u s l y  a c c r u e d  a  
few new dents a n d  s c r a t c h e s ,  b u t  we 
w e r e  a b l e  t o  k e e p  t h e  b r a n d  new J o e  
Brown h e l m e t ,  w h i c h  t h e  v i c t i m  w a s  
w e a r i n g ,  i n  its o r i g i n a l  u n s c r a t c h -  
e d  c o n d i t i o n .  

S o o n  we w e r e  a l l  b a c k  a t  t h e  c a r s ,  
a c c e p t i n g  a  g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  f r o m  
R o b e r t  S t e r n ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f  the p r o -  
p e r t y ,  a n d  s h a k i n g  s m a l l  pieces o f  
r o t t e n  r o c k  f rom o u r  c l o t h i n g .  
T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was a g o o d  e x a m p l e  
o f  t h e  t h r e a t  w h i c h  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a 
r e s c u e  u n i t  p o s e s  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
m e m b e r ' s  domes t i c  t r a n q u i l i t y .  I 
a r r i v e d  home j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  make 
a p o l o g i e s  a n d  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  t h e  7 
d i n n e r  g u e s t s  a t  my d a u g h t e r ' s  
f i r s t  b i r t h d a y  p a r t y .  - 

M i k e  D a u g h c r t y  

2 7  M a r c h  - S e a r c h  - $ 7 1 0 6  
F u l l e r  M i l l  Creek D r a i n a g e  

W a l k i n g  p a s t  t h e  S h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  
i n  I d y l l w i l d ,  B e r n i e  M c I l v o y  a n d  m y -  
s e l f  w e r e  s t o p p e d  by a d e p u t y  a s k i n g  
" D o n ' t  I know y o u  f r o m  some w h e r e ? "  
W e  i d e n t i f i e d  o u r s e l v e s  a s  members  
o f  RMRU a n d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  i n e v i t -  
a b l e .  The d e p u t y  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  
h a d  a r e p o r t  o f  t h r e e  m i s s i n g  g i r l  
s c o u t s  i n  t h e  P ' u l l e r  M i l l  Creek 
a r e a  a n d  was i n  the p r o c e s s  o f  
c h e c k i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  b e f o r e  c a l l i n g  
t h e  t e a m .  

B e r n i e  w e n t  t o  t h e  V i l l a g e  M a r k e t  
t o  g e t  Mikc  D a u q h t e r y  a n d  Mike  Orr 
who w e r e  busy b u y i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  for 
the r e m a i n d e r  o f  our c l i m b i n g  week-  
e n d .  A q u i c k  c h e c k  a t  t h e  g i r l s  
camp f o u n d  t h e m  s t i l l  m i s s i n g .  
D l R U  was n o t i f i e d  b y  t h e  d e p u t y  
w h i l e  we p r e p a r e d  o u r s e l v e s  f o r  a 
q u i c k  s w e e p  down t h e  t o p  area o f  
t h e  F u l l e r  M i l l  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e .  

S i n c e  we w e r e  t o  be w i t h o u t  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n s  w e  o u t l i n e d  o u r  s e a r c h  
area w i t h  t h e  d e p u t y  s o  t h a t  h e  
c o u l d  n o t i f y  the o p e r a t i o n s  l e a d e r  
o n c e  t h e  t e a m  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s c e n e .  
We a l s o  s e t  a  two h o u r  s e a r c h  t i m e  
l i m i t  on  o u r s e l v e s  s o  t h a t  we c o u l d  
r e t u r n  a n d  g e t  a r a d i o  o n c e  t h e  r e s -  
c u e  v a n  a r r i v e d .  

A t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 0 0  h o u r s  w e  
s t a r t e d  down t h e  c a n y o n ,  two s e a r -  
c h e r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m .  
A t  2 0 3 0  we s t o p p e d  and d e c i d e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  base f o r  a r a d i o .  A t e a m  
w i t h o u t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  u s e l e s s  
f o r  r e l a y i n g  o r  r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t -  
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i o n ,  a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p  o r  r e s p o n d i n g  
t o  a c a l l  o f  h e l p .  We p l a n n e d  t o  
s e a r c h  t h e  h i g h  s i d e  o r  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  c a n y o n  o n  o u r  way o u t .  

A s  w e  c l i m b e d  up t h e  h i l l ,  s h o u t i n g  
t h e  names  o f  t h e  g i r l s ,  w e  r e c e i v e d  
a f a i n t  r e s p o n s e  on the o p p o s i t e  
s i d e  o f  t h e  c a n y o n  b e l o w  t h e  s p o t  
w h e r e  we d e c i d e d  t o  t u r n  a r o u n d .  
A b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s  o f  f i g h t i n g  h e a v y  
b r u s h  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  the g i r l s  p o s i t -  
i o n  about h a l f  way up t h e  n o r t h  
w a l l  o f  t h e  c a n y o n .  Some warm c l o -  
t h i n g ,  f o o d  a n d  l e m o n a d e  p r e p a r e d  
t h e m  f o r  t h e  walk o u t .  

A s  we t r a v e l e d  up t h e  c a n y o n  t o -  
w a r d s  b a s e c a m p ,  we me t  a n o t h e r  c r e w  
l e d  b y  B u d  W h i t e  c o m i n g  down t h e  
c a n y o n  t o  h o o k  up w i t h  u s .  An 
h o u r s '  h i k e  g o t  u s  b a c k  t o  t h e  
g i r l ' s  camp.  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a r c h  
Mike  O r r  l o s t  a  $ 2 0 0 . 0 0  w a t c h ,  p r o -  
b a b l y  d u r i n g  o u r  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  
h e a v y  s c r u b  o a k  a r e a .  We s p e n t  
m o s t  o f  t h e  n e x t  d a y  l o o k i n g  i n  o u r  
s e a r c h  a r e a  t o  n o  a v a i l .  - 

J a c k  S c h n u r r  

2 8 - 2 9  March - S e a r c h  - # 7 1 0 7  
S a n  J a c i n t o  M o u n t a i n s  

The c a l l  came o n  S u n d a y  n i g h t  a t  
a b o u t  9 : 4 5 .  A n  a d u l t  m a l e  was  m i s -  
s i n g  i n  t h e  S a n  J a c i n t o  M o u n t a i n s ,  
p o s s i b l y  n e a r  C a r a m b a  Camp. Upon 
a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  I d y l l w i l d  S h e r i f f ' s  
S u b s t a t i o n  t h e  t e a m  was i n f o r m e d  
t h a t  o n e  J o h n  Mount  h a d  b e e n  h i k -  
i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  f r i e n d s  a n d  t h a t  
t h e y  h a d  l a s t  s e e n  h i m  a t  t h e  S a d -  
d l e  w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  C a r a m b a .  When 
Mount  f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Humber 
P a r k  t h a t  e v e n i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s  r e -  
p o r t e d  h i m  m i s s i n g .  The i n f o r m -  
a n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  m i s s i n g  
f r i e n d  l i k e d  t o  h i k e  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  
a n d  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  
g o i n g  t o  Ca ramba  Camp. 

W i t h  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  was  d e c i d -  
e d  t o  p u t  t h r e e  t e a m s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
One t e a m  was  d i s p a t c h e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  
C a r a m b a  t o  s e e  i f  Mount  was t h e r e  
o r  p o s s i b l y  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  a n d  h a d  
g o n e  on down l o n g  a n d  t r e a c h e r o u s  

T a h q u i t z  C a n y o n .  A s e c o n d  t e a m  
h e a d e d  b y  J a c k  S c h n u r r  w e n t  up t h e  
t r a i l  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  t r a m ,  t o  W i l -  
low C r e e k  c r o s s i n g  a n d  t h e n  s t a r t -  
e d  down W i l l o w  C r e e k .  The t h i r d  
u n i t  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  on t h e  r i d g e  b e -  
t w e e n  S a d d l e  J u n c t i o n  a n d  T a h q u i t z  

' P e a k  t o  c h e c k  t h a t  t r a i l  a n d  r e l a y  
r a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  b a s e  i n  
I d y l l w i l d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t e a m s  i n  

I 

! t h e  f i e l d .  

J i m  F a i r c h i l d ' s  t e a m  f o u n d  a g r o u p  
camped  a t  Ca ramba  when t h e y  a r r i v e d  
t h e r e .  The c a m p e r s  h a d  n o t  s e e n  
M o u n t .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  S c h n u r r ' s  
t e a m  h a d  f o u n d  tracks made b y  s h o e s  
o f  t h e  t y p e  Mount  was w e a r i n g ,  go -  
i n g  u p  W i l l o w  C r e e k .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  
e v e r y o n e  b e d d e d  down f o r  a f ew  
h o u r s  s l e e p  ( 2 :  30  t o  5 : 3 0  a . m . ) .  

A t  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  S c h n u r r ' s  t e a m  w e n t  
b a c k  up  W i l l o w  C r e e k  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
t r a c k s  w h i l e  F a i r c h i l d ' s  t e a m  c a r e -  
f u l l y  c h e c k e d  o u t  t h c  C a r a m b a  a r e a .  
The t r a c k s  w e r e  L o s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n -  
i t y  o f  t h e  W i l l o w  C r e e k  T r a i l  C r o s -  
s i n g  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  t r a i l  was  
f o l l o w e d  t o  t h e  t r a m  s t a t i o n  a n d  
t h a t  a r e a  c h e c k e d .  The  o t h e r  t e a m  
i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  w e n t  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  
f r o m  Caramba  t o  t h e  D e s e r t  Vicw 
a r e a .  

By t h i s  t i m e ,  a  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  
Mike  D a u g h e r t y  i n  i t  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  
s e a r c h .  The a r e a  b e t w e e n  S a d d l e  
J u n c t i o n  a n d  Ca ramba  w a s  c h e c k e d  
f r o m  t h e  a i r  a n d  t h e n  a  c a r e f u l  
s e a r c h  o f  T a h q u i t z  Canyon  down t o  
t h e  d e s e r t  was made .  On t h e  r e t u r n  
L i t t l e  T a h q u i t z  V a l l e y  was c h e c k e d  
and t w o  p e o p l e  w e r e  s p o t t e d .  The 
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d e d  a n d  Mike  t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  two  h i k e r s ,  who t u r n e d  o u t  
t o  b e  two  o f  M o u n t ' s  h i k i n g  compan-  
i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y .  They  had 
g o o d  n e w s - - t h e  t h r e e  p e o p l e  who h a d  
b e e n  camped  a t  C a r a m b a  h a d  h e a r d  
Mount  y e l l i n g  a b o v e  W i l l o w  C r e e k  
c r o s s i n g  a s  t h e y  w e r e  h i k i n g  o u t  
c r o s s  c o u n t r y .  He h a d  j o i n e d  t h e m  
a n d  was a t  t h a t  t i m e  g o i n g  down t h e  
D e v i l ' s  S l i d e  T r a i l .  

D a u g h e r t y  f l e w  o u t  a n d  me t  M o u n t  a t  
Humber P a r k .  N o u n t  h a d  i n d e e d  g o n e  
up  W i l l o w  C r e e k  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y  
b u t  h a d  m i s s e d  s e e i n g  t h e  t r a i l  a t  
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W i l l o w  C r e e k  c r o s s i n g  a n d  h a d  gone  
on up  and  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a  l i t -  
t l e  known shack b e l o w  W e l l m a n ' s  
C i e n e g a .  H e  was g o i n g  b a c k  down 
h i l l  on Monday when h e  was i n t e r -  
c e p t e d  b y  t h e  h i k e r s .  L a t e r  h e  re- 
l a t e d  t h a t  h e  was i n d e e d  l o s t  a n d  
was t r y i n g  t o  h e a d  t o w a r d s  T a h q u i t z  
Canyon f o r  P a l m  S p r i n g s .  

The f i r s t  l o a d  o f  RMRU members 
l i f t s  up a t  t h e  u p p e r  e n d  o f  Tah- 
q u i t 2  V a l l e y  a n d  W e s t e r n  H e l i c o p -  
t e r  p i l o t  D a r r e l  E l l e n b e r g  g i v e s  
t h e  s u p e r c h a r g e d  B e l l  f u l l  t h r o t -  
t l e  t o  make i t  o u t  o f  t h e  h i g h  
a l t i t u d e  c l e a r i n g .  - - - - - - - 

The l a s t  l o a d  o f  RMRU members l a n d s  
a t  t h e  b a l l p a r k  i n  I d y l l w i l d - i n  t h e  
u s u a l  c l o u d  o f  d u s t  s t i r r e d  up  by 
t h e  b i r d s  h u g e  r o t o r  b l a d e s .  

The r e l a y  t eam o f  Murdock a n d  Mic- 
k e l s o n  w a l k e d  o u t  w h i l e  S c h n u r r ' s  
and  F a i r c h i l d ' s  t e a m s  h i k e d  t o  Tah- 
q u i t z  V a l l e y  t o  b e  f l o w n  o u t  by 
h e l i c o p t e r .  - J o h n  Murdock 

( E d .  n o t e :  t h e  t r a c k s  Mount's 
s h o e s  m a d e  were e x t r e m e l y  indis- 
t i n c t ,  h e  walked mostly on p i n e  
n e e d l e  d u f f  o r  r o c k ,  so  tracking 
w a s  a t  b e s t ,  very  i n d e f i n i t e . )  

M A R C H  T R A I N I N G  
T e c h n i c a l  - S t r a w b e r r y  C r e e k  

T h i s  m o n t h ' s  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  was a 
s i m u l a t e d  c l i m b i n g  a c c i d e n t  i n  
S t r a w b e x r y  Canyon.  E a r l y  S a t u r d a y  
m o r n i n g ,  S t e v e  B r y a n t  a n d  I c a l l e d  
t h e  r e s c u e  team and  h i k e d  i n t o  t h e  
c a n y o n  t o  s e t  up  o u r  a c c i d e n t .  
S t e v e  was t o  b e  a n  ' u n c o n s c i o u s  b e -  
l a y e r '  on a  t i n y  l e d g e ,  and  I was a  
' f a l l e n  l e a d e r '  w i t h  a h e a d  i n j u r y  
a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  c l i f f .  A c o l d  
two a n d  one  h a l f  h o u r  w a i t  f o l l o w e d .  

E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  team f o u n d  u s ,  and  
v a r i o u s  members c h e c k e d  o u r  ' i n j u r -  
i e s ' .  The f i r s t  p r o b l e m  was how t o  
move S t e v e  o f f  o f  h i s  l e d g e .  T h e r e  
was no room f o r  h i s  r e s c u e r s  t o  
s t a n d  on h i s  l e d g e .  A number  o f  
a p p r o a c h e s  w e r e  t x i e d ,  b u t  none 
wexe r e a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  A t  W a l t ' s  
s u g g e s t i o n  t h e  p r o b l e m  was s e t  
a s i d e  t o  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  

The n e x t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  s e s -  
s i o n  i n v o l e d  t y i n g  m e  i n t o  a  s t o -  
k e s  l i t t e r  and c a r r y i n g  m e  o u t  o v e r  
r o u g h  t e r r a i n .  F o r  m e  i t  was quite 



P A G E  6 - V O L U M E  V I I  , I S S U E  4 ,  A P R I L  

a n  e x p e r i e n c e .  E v e r y  t i m e  1 p e a k e d  
o v e r  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  l i t t e r ,  i t  ap-  
p e a r e d  a s  i f  I was l o o k i n g  r i g h t  
down i n t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c a n y o n .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  was g o o d  t o  
know t h a t  t h e s e  g u y s  w e r e  p r o f e s s -  
i o n a l s  a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

A f t e r  l u n c h ,  we w o r k e d  on o u r  s m -  
a l l  l e d g e  p r o b l e m  a n d  came up w i t h  
a  number o f  s o l u t i o n s .  W e  a l s o  
g a v e  o u x  new members some p r a c t i c e  
i n  u s i n g  m e c h a n i c a l  a s c e n d e r s  and  
p r u s i k  l o o p s  i n  c l i m b i n g  up  a  f i x e d  
r o p e .  

The s e s s i o n  was v e r y  i n s t r u c t i v e .  
The newer  members h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  
try t h e i r  h a n d s  a t  b e i n g  b a s e  camp 
o p e r a t o r ,  o p e r a t i o n s  l e a d e r ,  and  
f i e l d  t e a m  l e a d e r s .  W e  a 1 1  h a d  t h e  
c h a n c e  t o  work a t  o u r  p r o f i c i e n c y  
i n  t e c h n i c a l  r e s c u e ,  an  a r e a  w h e r e  
w e  n e v e r  c a n  g e t  e n o u g h  p r a c t i c e .  

- E d  H i l l  

S i m u l a t e d  v i c t i m  S t e v e  B r y a n t  c a n  
be  s e e n  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r i g h t .  Tom 
Dadson ,  c e n t e r ,  p r e p a r e s  t o  c l i m b  
up w h i l e  J a c k  S c h n u r r  l o o k s  o n .  

I S U S T A I N I N G  M E M B E R S H I P  

I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  we 
welcome e i g h t  new members t o  t h e  
s u s t a i n i n g  membersh ip :  M r .  F r e d e r -  
i c k  M c N a l l y ,  M r .  T h e o d o r e  W .  Morgan ,  
M r s .  C a m i l l e  S .  Ware,  M r .  C l i f f o r d  
E .  S m i t h ,  M r .  & Mrs .  R o b e r t  Stern, 
S a c r e d  H e a r t  C h u r c h  S c h o o l  - P a x e n t  
T e a c h e r  G r o u p ,  M r .  & M r s .  Thorias A .  
S a t e r  and M r .  W .  P .  D a n f o r t h .  We 
s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t .  We a l s o  wan t  t o  t h a n k  
o n c e  a g a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  f o r  
t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  RMRU:  

M r .  J o h n  F .  G i l b e r t ,  M r .  & M r s .  
P e t e r  R a t h b u n ,  M r .  & M r s .  J. LeRoy 
D o o l y ,  H e m a c i n t o  Lions C l u b ,  M r .  & 

M r s .  G e o r g e  D .  S h i p w a y ,  M r .  James  
B .  F a i r c h i l d ,  M r .  & M r s .  T h e o d o r e  
C .  P r u e s s  and  M r .  G .  W .  G a r d n e r .  - 

A1 Andrews 

RADIO FUND 
GOII L $lbbO 

( E d .  n o t e :  P l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
S t e v e  was e v a c u a t e d  from t h e  l e d g e .  
It's j u s t  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h e  w a s  
i n  w a s  w o r s e  t h a n  a n y  w e ' v e  e n c o u n -  
t e r e d  o n  p a s t  r e a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  
w e  wan t  t o  d e v e l o p  a r e a l l y  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  m e t h o d  o f  g e t t i n g  a v i c t i m  
i n t o  t h e  l i t t e r  w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  u n -  
d u e  pain o r  i n c r e a s i n g  i n j u r i e s .  
Remember o u r  p r e m i s e  o n  t r a i n i n g  
stated i n  p a s t  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  "make 
t r a i n i n g  t o u g h e r  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  
s i t u a t i o n s  w e ' l l  m e e t . .  ..".) 
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e Road 
Runner sez- 

C h a n g e s  a r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  RMRU's 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p .  A l -  

r e a d y ,  u n d e r  Mike  D a u g h e r t y '  s l e a -  
d e r s h i p ,  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  c o m m i t t e e  
m e e t s  w i t h  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  t h o r o u g h -  
l y  s c r e e n s  a n d  i n f o r m s  them r e q a r d -  
i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s .  
This p r o c e d u r e  h a s  had q u i t e  a n  e f -  
f e c t  i n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s - - f e w e r  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n s  a c c e p t e d ,  b e t t e r  i n f o r m e d  
a p p l i c a n t s .  B e f o r e  l o n g  t h e r e  w i l l  
b e  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  new men 
p r o v e  a p e r f o r m a n c e  c a p a b i l i t y  
t h r o u g h  b a c k p a c k i n g  a n d  h i k i n g .  
T h e n ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o b a t i o n a r y  p e r -  
i o d ,  t h e y  must q u a l i f y  w i t h i n  a 
b r o a d  a n d  d e t a i l e d  s c o p e  o f  s k i l l s  
t o  b e c o m e ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  " S e a r c h  
Members ."  F o r  t h o s e  d e s i r i n g  t o  
o p e r a t e  o n  t e c h n i c a l  t e r r a i n  t h e r e  
i s  a n o t h e r  s c o p e  o f  skills, when 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  a c h i e v e d ,  w i l l  q u a l i -  
f y  men for " R e s c u e  Member. " A more  
f o r m a l  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  
f i r s t  a i d  beyond t h e  l e v e l  now r e -  
q u i r e d  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  An an- 
n u a l  m e d i c a l  exam i s  a n o t h e r  f a c e t  
w e ' r e  w o r k i n g  on .  T h e n ,  when t h i s  
w h o l e  p r o g r a m  i s  i n a u g u r a t e d ,  a n  
a n n u a l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s c o p e  
o f  s k i l l s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d .  

T h e  a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t  may b e  c a u s e  
f o r  c o n c e r n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  how t o  
g e t  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  L e t ' s  r e v i e w  how: 
u n i t  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  c o n t i n -  
ue t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  a t  l e a s t  m o n t h l y ,  
w i t h  t h e  Wednesdays  b e t w e e n  B o a r d  
and  R e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
R u b i d o u x - o n - t h e - r o c k s  a n d  o t h e r  en -  
d e a v o r s ;  p e r o n a l  h i k i n g  a n d  c l i m b -  
ing t r i p s ,  e - g .  E v e r y  w e e k e n d  a  
g r o u p  o f  members  g o  t o  Tahquitz o r  
S u i c i d e  R o c k s ,  t h e  High  S i e r r a ,  o r  
l o c a l  m o u n t a i n s  f o r  s t r e n o u s  c l i m b s .  

E v e r y  n e w e r  member h a s  a  s p o n s o r  
who w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  man t o  show 
him how t o  p a c k  a n d  p r e p a r e  g e a r  
for c a l l  o u t s ,  w h a t  t h e  b e s t  i t e m s  
a r e ,  how t o  u s e  t h e m .  Home s t u d y  
o f  t h e  T r a i n i n g  M a n u a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  
i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  i s  a n o t h e r  u n l i m -  
i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  e v e n  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  SAR. The f i n e s t  

t r a i n i n g  f o r  SAR i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  a c t u a l  m i s s i o n s .  The l e a r n -  
i n g  a c q u i r e d  when e v e r y  a c t  can de-  
t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a  l i f e  i s  s a v e d  
t e n d s  t o  s t a y  with u s .  

LAST 

Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  
RMRU N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  some .  Due t o  
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  p o s t a g e  a n d  
p r i n t i n g  we h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  
l o o k  a t  o u r  m a i l i n g  l i s t  v e r y  c a r e -  
f u l l y .  

S u s t a i n i n g  members  who c o n t r i b u t e d  
p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0  h a v e  b e e n  
s e n t  a l e t t e r  a d v i s i n g  them o f  t h e  
p o l i c y  o f  o n l y  s e n d i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t -  
t e r  t o  a c t i v e  s u s t a i n i n g  members. 

We w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  scnd t h e  news-  
l e t t e r  t o  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  
MRA r e s c u e  t e a m s  a t  no  c o s t  t o  t hem 
However ,  t h e r e  a r e  many  o t h e r  names  
that h a d  b e e n  p u t  i n t o  t h e  list 
y e a r s  a g o  t o  b r i n g  t h e  amoun t  t o  
t h e  2 0 0  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  
a n d  t h e s e  names a r c  g o i n g  t o  b e  r e -  
moved.  I f  y o u  h a p p e n  t o  b e  o n e  o f  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n -  
tinue t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  we 
w o u l d  be  m o s t  h a p p y  t o  welcome you 
as  a S u s t a i n i n g  Mcmbcr. 

The p h o t o g r a p h  b e l o w  o f  B e r n i e  Mc- 
I l v o y ,  Mike  O r r  a n d  J a c k  S c h n u r r  
s p e a k s  f o r  i t s e l f  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
many s i d e  b e n e f i t s  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
RMRU. - P r e s .  W a l t  


