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COMING EVENTS --- 
1 December, Board Meeting, 1900, a t  
9 December, Regular Meeting, County Hall  of Records, 1930. 

1 2  December, Training Session.  A mock mission i s  being planned t h a t  will 
r e q u i r e  t r ack ing ,  first a i d ,  t echn ica l  evacuation, and o the r  undisclosed '  
f e a t u r e s .  Following the  problems w e ' l l  have a  thorough look and d iscuss ion  
wi th  u n i t  and ind iv idua l  equipment. More d e t a i l s  a t  t h e  meeting, but be 
prepared f o r  a  c a l l - o u t . . .  . 
Note: Our o r i g i n a l  p lan  f o r  He l i t ac  on 1 2  December was replaced as above. 
We now plan  t h e  He l i t ac  f o r  9  January 1971. This w i l l  not r ep lace  t h e  
r e g u l a r l y  scheduled January t r a i n i n g ,  but w i l l  be an e x t r a ,  and very ur -  
gent  and b e n e f i c i a l  t r a i n i n g  opportuni ty.  

SEARCH AND RESCUE ACTIVITY --- 
Through t h e  years  and e s p e c i a l l y  of l a t e  we have had c a l l - o u t s  where we 
r o l l e d  and gathered a t  the  roadhead, even got deployed far i n t o  t h e  search  
a r e a .  Then, about 9:00 t o  10:00, t h e  sub jec t s  of our search.walked ou t ,  
e i t h e r  t o  where they were'supposed t o  o r  many miles  away. The usual  f o r -  
mat i s  f o r  them t o  be repor ted  overdue on the  day they a r e  due back, we 
r o l l  t h a t  n igh t  and search  i n t o  t h e  morning, then hear  of t h e i r  s a f e  r e -  
t u r n .  This makes us wonder i f  we might be wise t o  w a i t  u n t i l  noon f o r  t h e  
o lde r  teenagers  o r  a d u l t s .  But then,  i f  they had a severe i n j u r y ,  we 
would kick ourselves f o r  delaying.  Maybe t h e r e ' s  no s a t i s f a c t o r y  answer. 

7 November - Tahquitz Canyon Evacuation - # 7035 

Ken Crowder phoned me a t  1 1 : O O  P.M. 
Saturday n igh t  a f t e r  having received 
a c a l l  from t h e  Indio  s h e r i f f ' s  
S t a t i o n  asking f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  
evacuation of an injured youth i n  
Tahquitz Canyon (south end of Palm 
Spr ings) .  It was repor ted  t h a t  t h e  
in ju red  youth had two broken legs 
and w a s  badly i n  need of he lp .  

Ken and I had much t o  do i n  t h a t  a l l  
R .M.R .U .  c a l l  capta ins .were  out of 
town f o r  t h e  week-end. Between B i l l  
Speck, Ken Crowder and myself, we 
a l e r t e d  t h e  remaining team members. 

We a r r ived  a t  t h e  roadhead (La M i r -  
ada & Sunny Dunes Road) a t  1 :00 A.M. 

RMRU members examine Denny Williams with a  t o t a l  of  n ine  members, but 
in ju red  h i k e r ,  who was i n  deep shock no S h e r i f f ' s  Deputy. Af ter  a couple 
from h i s  se r ious  i n j u r i e s .  of b r i e f  r ad io  t ransmissions on our 
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S h e r i f f ' s  frequency, a deputy was dispatched t o  t h e  a r e a .  An informant, 
and f r i e n d ,  of  the  i n j u r e d  v ic t im had been in ter rogated  by Tom Dadson 
confirming t h a t  the  accident  was i n  f a c t  t r u e ,  and t h e  v i c t i m f  s name was 
Denny Williams, seventeen years  old from Lynwood, and the  accident  had 
happened a t  approximately 9 : 3 0  P.M. It was reported t h a t  Denny f e l l  ap- 
proximately f i f t y  t o  seventy-f ive f e e t ,  breaking both legs and i n f l i c t i n g  
a  head i n j u r y .  

With t h e  personnel on hand it was decided w e  would take  s i x  people i n  as  
soon a s  poss ib le ,  t w o  would s t a y  back f o r  support ,  and one t o  run base 
camp. Tahquitz Canyon being so  t reacherous ,  we ha te  t o  h ike  i n  a f t e r  dark,  
but with Denny's i n j u r i e s  w e  had no choice but t o  go, and a s  f a s t  a s  pos- 
s i b l e .  Af ter  an hour and t e n  minutes of hard climbing we were much wel- 
comed by t h e  "hippie type" young people s i t t i n g  up with t h e  in jured  Denny! 
Af ter  a b r i e f  examination of Denny's i n j u r i e s  we radioed base t h a t  Denny 
had a  compound f r a c t u r e  of the  l e f t  ankle  and a  simple f r a c t u r e  of the  
femur j u s t  above the  knee of t h e  r i g h t  leg. A small puncture wound on t h e  
forehead was dwarfed by t h e  magnitude of t h e  l eg  i n j u r i e s .  Denny was i n  
extreme shock from pain and t h e  trauma of the  acc iden t .  Denny was con- 
sc ious ,  but w a s  no t  aware of h i s  broken l e g s .  I might add a t  t h i s  po in t ,  
I am very proud of t h e  f i v e  o the r  R.M.R.U.  people who administered the  
f i r s t  a i d .  During the  c u t t i n g  away of t h e  shoe of the  compounded ankle ,  
and s p l i n t i n g ;  and t h e  s t r a igh ten ing  and s p l i n t i n g  of t h e  r i g h t  l e g ,  t h e  
v ic t im never was aware of the  extent  of h i s  i n j u r i e s  i n  s p i t e  of much d i s -  
cussion t h a t  takes  p lace  during such a  d i f f i c u l t  job.  We a l s o  radioed t o  
base t o  prepare f o r  a  h e l i c o p t e r  evacuation a t  t h e  break of dawn. A t  t h i s  

~ o i n t  i t  was 4 : 0 0  A . M .  Much work 
had t o  be done. Denny had t o  be r e -  
moved from t h e  clump o f  rocks he was 
ly ing  upon and placed i n t o  our r e s -  
cue bag and l i t t e r .  A h e l i s p o t  had 
t o  be scouted out and the  two hun- 
d r e d  f i f t y  pound Denny had t o  be ca r -  
r i e d  t o  t h i s  h e l i s p o t .  The s i x  
R.M.R.U. People were busy indeed. 

A t  t h e  time we reached Denny, t o r t u r e ,  
pain,  anxie ty ,  and f e a r  were appar- 
en t  i n  him. Af ter  placing him i n  t h e  
rescue bag and l i t t e r  with both a i r  
s p l i n t s  i n  p lace  t h e  words t h a t  came 
from h i s  mouth were pure pleasure t o  
my e a r s ,  " t h i s  f e e l s  so  good I could 
spend a l l  n igh t  here ."  

W e  were i n  luck i n  t h a t  t h e  bes t  
a v a i l a b l e  h e l i s p o t  was not much f a r -  
t h e r  than one hundred f i f t y  f e e t  
away. The p i l o t  would not  be a b l e  t o  
s e t  h i s  machine completely down, but 
could p lace  both skids  on t h e  dome 
of a l a rge  boulder f o r  a  semi-hover 
pick up. 

By f l a s h l i g h t ,  Denny's pants leg ,  i s  Jus t  before dawn the  f a m i l i a r  crack 
c u t  awa.y so  f i r s t  a i d  can s t a r t  on of the  r o t o r  blades pounding aga ins t  
h i s  compound f rac tu red  t i b i a  and t h e  a i r  and t h e  smooth r o a r  of t h e  
f i b u l a  . turbocharged b e l l  could be heard as 



Page 3 ,  Volume V I ,  I ssue  1 2 ,  December 1970 

t h e  powerful machine came charging up canyon, j u s t  c l e a r i n g  t h e  t r e e  tops  
i n  t h e  canyon bottom. Don Landell ,  p i l o t i n g  h i s  own c r a f t ,  c i r c l e d  twice,  
checking our chosen h e l i s p o t .  Approving, he hovered c lose  enough t o  have 
Ken lower a  brush hook we requested t o  cu t  some brush t h e  huge r o t o r  
blades of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had a l ready s t a r t e d  chopping. Ken was flown back 
t o  base and Landell  re turned empty f inding six R.M.R.U.  members with t h e i r  
v ic t im ready t o  complete t h e i r  job .  Thinking we were about t o  f i n i s h  our 
mission, one major problem a r o s e .  The basket which we n e s t  our l i t t e r  i n  
was a t tached too  f a r  t o  the  r e a r  of t h e  c r a f t ,  and t h e  hea t  of the  engine's 
exhaust was blowing exac t ly  upon the  v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t  f o o t ,  melting t h e  a i r  
s p l i n t  enough t o  l o s e  i t s  pressure  and burning a small hole  i n  our s leep-  
ing bag! Denny was removed a s  quickly  a s  poss ib le  and t h e  chopper was 
sen t  back t o  base camp a lone .  During t h i s  episode no vocal  communications 
could be heard over t h e  r o a r  of the  chopper 's  powerful engine.  The team 
members ty ing  i n  t h e  head of the  l i t t e r  sensed our problem a t  t h e  foot  and 
began untying what was a l ready t i e d ,  knowing what had t o  be done. 

Sooner than we r e a l i z e d  poss ib le  t h e  
chopper returned,  t h i s  time with no 
basket a t  a l l ,  just a cargo rack! 
Panic again s e t  i n ,  s ince  our nylon 
webbing t i e s  were too  shor t  t o  en- 
c i r c l e  t h e  e n t i r e  rack .  Last  minute 
modif icat ions were made i n  longer 
elapsed time than w e  l i k e .  None t h e  
l e s s ,  our v ic t im w a s  flown from t h e  
canyon a t  6:15 A.M. and reached t h e  
~ o s p i t a l ' s  green lawn without any 
f u r t h e r  inc iden t s .  

Af te r  our hike out of t h e  Canyon we 
drove t o  the  h o s p i t a l  t o  r e t r i e v e  
our gear flown out on the  v ic t im.  
The a t t end ing  phys ic ian ' s  statement 
was, "you d id  r i g h t ,  everything i s  
j u s t  f i n e .  " However, Denny may not  
walk again unless  he i s  w i l l i n g  t o  
spend many months i n  therapy.  

Thanks fel lows f o r  a tough job we l l  
done ! - Ron Harr i s  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  dawn l i g h t ,  Don Landel ls ,  
of Palm Springs Aviat ion,  l i f t s  o f f  
with Denny f o r  t h e  quick t r i p  t o  t h e  
Desert Hospi tal  f r o n t  lawn. 

8 November - Tahquitz Canyon Evacuation - !/ 7036 

For the  second time wi th in  a 24 hour per iod we w e r e  c a l l e d  f o r  a  mission 
t o  Tahquitz Canyon. R.M.R.U. received the  c a l l  a t  1715 Sunday evening. 
Jim F a i r c h i l d ,  Steve Bryant and Pete  Carlson were s e t t i n g  up the  t ruck 
when I a r r i v e d  a t  base.  Within a few minutes Ron Har r i s ,  John Murdock and 
Dick Webster a r r i v e d .  Pete  was t h e  base operator  while t h e  r e s t  o f  us,  
wi th  l i t t e r  i n  tow, headed up t h e  canyon. The time was 1930. It was under- 
s tood t h a t  Dave Freeman, the v ic t im,  had a  broken ankle  o r  l e g ,  a broken 
arm and a  severe cu t  on t h e  head. Af te r  a  b e a u t i f u l  h ike  up t h e  canyon 
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(my f i r s t  t r i p  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ) ,  coincidence placed us only 200 f e e t  from 
t h e  spot  where ~ a t u r d a y ' s  v ic t im was found. The v ic t im had been moved 
from t h e  a rea  of h i s  f a l l  and placed i n  a  wel l  she l t e red  recess  (cave) by 
t h e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  The squalor  of t h e  a rea  l e f t  nothing t o  t h e  imagina- 
t i o n .  Ron immediately s t a r t e d  a  d i g i t a l  exam while J i m  checked l i f e  s i g n s .  
The a i r  s p l i n t s  made easy work of t h e  l eg  and arm which got c a r e f u l  a t t e n -  
t i o n  from John, Dick and Steve.  It appeared t h a t  both the  arm and l e g  had 
simple f r a c t u r e s .  Ron and I dressed t h e  head wound. Af te r  completion of 
t h e  t reatment  we discussed t h e  evacuation and decided t h a t  w e  would s t a y  
a t  t h e  s i t e  till morning, a i r l i f t i n g  t h e  v ic t im out a t  t h a t  t ime. Ron and 
John had been on t h e  Saturday n igh t  ordeal  and were a little t i r e d ,  a l -  
though t h e y ' l l  never admit i t ,  so they f igured on a  l i t t l e  s l eep .  Steve 
and I s a t  up with t h e  v ic t im till 0030. Dave, the  v ic t im,  and I had an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  d iscuss ion  concerning t h e  hourly wages of RMRU volunteers ,  H e  
was very su rp r i sed  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  our concern was one of s o l i c i t u d e  and 
s e c u r i t y  f o r  those who have been in ju red  or  l o s t  and our personal  remuner- 
a t i o n  may be a  "Thank You." I f u r t h e r  explained t h a t  on many occasions 
RMRU had received monetary donations from t h e  f a m i l i e s  of the  rescued v ic-  
t ims .  J i m  came up t o  r e l i e v e  me and 1 went down and caught 40 winks i n  
t h e  l i t t e r .  Now t h e r e ' s  good s leeping  . . . .  Real ly ,  i t  was a  precaut ion I 
took, because I heard t h a t  one must be very c a r e f u l  where he s t e p s ,  s i t s  
and s l eeps  i n  t h i s  canyon. The clock f i n a l l y  h i t  0530 and found us ty ing  

, t h e  v ic t im i n  t h e  l i t t e r .  We had a  c a r r y  of about 200 f e e t  t o  a  h e l i s p o t  
and d i d n ' t  have too  much of a  problem t ranspor t ing  except a t  the stream 
c ross ing .  J i m  had decided t h a t  s ince  t h e  v ic t im f e l t  p r e t t y  good he would 
l e t  him r i d e  i n s i d e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  Don Landel ls  was t h e  p i l o t  and put on 
a good exh ib i t ion  of contour f l y i n g  a s  he came up t h e  canyon. John Mur- 
dock flew with them t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  missing out on the  b e a u t i f u l  hike back 
t o  base.  The l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  thanked us f o r  our s e r v i c e s  and wi th  t h a t  we 
headed home . . . .  and s teak  and eggs.  - Hank Schmel 

PAST TRAINING --- 
A f i n e  t u r n  out of members, wives and chi ldren  f o r  t h e  t echn ica l  t r a i n i n g  
a t  Jumbo Rocks Campground i n  Joshua Tree National Monument enjoyed a won- 
d e r f u l  week-end of t r a i n i n g ,  f r e s h  a i r ,  and scenery.  W e  had in tens ive  
seminars i n  l i t t e r  l o r e ,  anchor and belay,  and p i ton  placement. Discus- 
s i o n  surrounding these  s k i l l s  was most b e n e f i c i a l .  Then w e  p rac t i ced  low- 
e r i n g  and r a i s i n g  l i t t e r s  i n  var ious modes. Several  hours of bouldering, 
a t  dawn, dusk, and i n  between were very enjoyable and enl ightening .  We 
are now nurs ing  many minor abras ions ,  we a r e  rushing o u t  t o  buy "P.A.'st' 
f o r  f r i c t i o n  climbing. J i m  Lynch and Bob Mocilac of t h e  National Park 
Service t r a i n e d  with us Saturday. Especia l ly  noteworthy i s  t h e  number of 
f ami l i e s  t h a t  came f o r  t h e  week-end. They had a  f i n e  time and were even 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a s  v ic t ims  and d i d  some bouldering. 

RMRU PEOPLE --- 
Bob MacPherson underwent surgery a t  C i rc le  City Hospi tal ,  Corona, f o r  a  
s e r i o u s l y  in fec ted  knee. It had been bothering him f o r  some time u n t i l  
he went t o  D r .  Norm Mellor who took him t o  surgery very quick. 

Pe te  Carlson i s  o f f  c ru tches  a s  he recovers from h i s  broken p e l v i s .  His 
recovery has been speedy and without h i t c h .  He has been Base Camp Opera- 
t o r  on severa l  missions and at tended t r a i n i n g  as wel l  a s  t h e  f a l l  f i r s t  
a i d  course.  
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Mike Orr demonstrates p i ton  placement, 
above, and Bernie McIlvoy shows how t o  
use a climbing nut and a i d  s l i n g ,  
r i g h t ,  a t  t h e i r  s t a t i o n  of the Saturday 
morning t r a i n i n g .  

J i m  Lynch (park Ranger), John Murdock, 
and J i m  F a i r c h i l d  s t r a i n  on t h e  busi- 
ness  end of a mechanical advantage s e t  
up t o  l i f t  a l i t t e r  wi th  v ic t im and two 
cl imbers .  Below r i g h t ,  Mike Daugherty, 
t r i e s  his luck on t h e  25 foo t  Sunday 
morning bouldering problem. He and 
severa l  others made i t .  It  was much 
harder  than the photograph shows. 
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Ron Harr is  resigned from a c t i v e  membership because o f  t h e  p ress  of obl iga-  
t i o n s .  He plans t o  remain a c t i v e  i n  supporting t h e  u n i t  by c r e a t i n g  a  
committee t h a t  can improve our f i n a n c i a l  pos ture .  

P h i l  Moedt, r e c e n t l y  appointed Recording Secre tary ,  has been appointed t o  
t h e  Board of Direc tors  t o  replace  Ron. 

P . S .  on Bob. We went over t o  see D r .  Norm on another  matter  and he took 
us over t o  the  h o s p i t a l  t o  see Bob. He i s  doing we l l  with plumbing and 
t r a c t i o n ,  impat ient  a s  a r e  a l l  a c t i v e  people when temporarily confined t o  
bed. 

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP - - - 
A s  indica ted  l a s t  month w e  have s t a r t e d  a r ad io  
fund d r i v e  t o  acqui re  two a d d i t i o n a l  handi- ta lk-  
i e s .  These rad ios  were given highest  p r i o r i t y  
on the  l i s t  of needed items t h a t  was assembled 
some months ago. As f o r  the remainder of the  
l i s t ,  t h e  purchase p r i o r i t y  of a l l  items has not  
been es t ab l i shed  t o  t h i s  da te  and the re fo re  we 
a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p r i n t  i t .  

This month we have s i x  new names t o  add t o  our 
sus ta in ing  membership l i s t .  They a r e  George 
Nokes, William Conrad, Je f f  King, John Jakway, 
Matt ie  E .  Dever and BSA Troop #80, P a l m  Springs.  
We a l s o  want Co thank the  following people f o r  

renewing t h e i r  membership t h i s  month: Mrs. L .  M .  Hamman, M r .  & Mrs. Theo- 
dore Pruess ,  M r .  & Mrs. John A .  Revie, M r .  & Mrs. R .  A .  DeWees, Western 
Helicopters  and Riverside Exchange Club. - A 1  Andrews 

CALL US (RMRU) FOR ANY OLD EMERGENCY - -- 
A fe l low member of t h e  u n i t  r e c e n t l y  s a i d  he has i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  family t o  
c a l l  us i n  case  of emergency, such a s  se r ious  i n j u r y .  That i s ,  when he i s  
not immediately a v a i l a b l e .  W e  would a l l  do wel l  t o  be su re  our wives and 
o lde r  ch i ld ren  would do t h e  same. I f  home, we can respond much sooner and 
wi th  b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  and equipment than any o the r  emergency-type o u t f i t ,  
A f t e r  a l l ,  we have no i n h i b i t i n g  regu la t ions .  We wonder f u r t h e r  i f  o the r  
agencies a r e  no t  missing a  good be t  by not th inking  of SAR u n i t s  during 
f i r e ,  f lood,  major c rashes ,  and so  f o r t h .  Maybe i t ' s  bes t  they d o n ' t ,  be- 
cause i f  they knew our c a p a b i l i t i e s  and wi l l ingness  we would be c a l l e d  f a r  
beyond our volunteer  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  respond. 

The Technical t r a i n i n g  sess ion  he ld  a t  Joshua Tree National 
Monument proved t o  be one of the  f i n e s t  t h i s  w r i t e r  has ever 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n .  Everyone who at tended seemed t o  have t h a t  
necessary s p i r i t  f o r  a  successfu l  weekend. It would appear 
t h a t  the  newer members and old t imers  a l i k e  gained from t h e  
round robin  type demonstrations.  

As 1970 draws t o  a c lose  we of RMRU a r e  hoping t h a t  we w i l l  not have t o  
r o l l  aga in .  Usually i n  l a t e  September t h e  amount of missions drops t o  
about one a month. But t h a t  has not  been t h e  case t h i s  year ,  and we could 
s tand not  having any more missions f o r  t h i s  year .  The prospects  d o n ' t  
look good though. We r o l l e d  on two poss ib le  searches a t  t h e  same time on 
the  27th of November and was c a l l e d  f o r  a t h i r d  t h a t  same evening. Also, 
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w e  were just about t o  r o l l  on a man who was missing in the  mountains be- 
cause of the snow over the  weekend of the 28th and 29th. As we were  ready- 
ing win te r  gear the c a l l  came through t h a t  he had walked out in four  f o o t  
deep snow. 

I n  t he  January i s s u e  we will recap RMRU'S most b u s i e s t  year with words and 
l o t s  of photographs. So f a r  this year we have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  37 ac t ive  
missions with about a dozen a b o r t s  on t h e  s i d e .  - Pres .  Walt 

RMRU 


