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OOMING BVENTS ===

23 July - Hegular Mseting, 1930 Highland Outfitters. We'!ll try to have Dr., Normen Mellor again
Lo train us further in ahock and high albitude pulmonary edems, Anobther fealburs will be Instr-
uction on use of the Stokes litter with helicenter.

26 July = Technical training on Tahquitz Roek, OBCC at Lunch Rocke Morning == & climb in the
vlasa E range; afterncon -~ rescue practicse high on the rock.

& Auvgust = Bosrd Meeting. Tims and plaece to be anncunced, if, that is, a gquorum is in town.

11 3eptember. Firat &41d Clasa, 1900-22C0, Red Cross Chapter House, Riverside. A&Again, hers we

go again, Standard, Advanced, and Instructor courses eapecially for reacue people, outdooramsn

of all types, and vouth group lsadera. This will take fourteen Thursdaya if you ge through all
courgez, Tell your friends and secquaintences, seems likes peopls too often lsarn of the ccourse

whern it7s half finished.

If you have been & reader of the 'EMRU HEWSLETTER! for any time at all you proba-
bly thought upcn picking this issue up, it's thicker and heavier than those befors.
¥es, it is, bubt for good reason. Jince the lost newsletter RMRU has participated
in 11 misaions. Without a doubt this sets or breaks some kind of record for us,
but we have nobt had time out to leck it up. [(Laat year £ill 30 June we had had 7

‘ & miaaicome, This wear 30 June arrived and we had had 19 missions,) In the Collow-
:%%%%%%%H ing pages you will resad of wmisaions where lives wers saved and rescuss performed.

Many of thess wers done when muscles ached and the mind said slesp. Scocme were

harrowing, either by the technicel natures or by the demand on the body that could

only take it becmuse ol excellent physiesl conditoning. Others requlired highly
skilled firat ailders wWwho Lnew hww Lo do Lhe right thing when it was needesd, If you have any
doubts I invite you to resd ONeesssss Pragd, Walt

30 Mey - SEARCH - Dark Canvon, San Jacinta Mountains

Saveral BMAU members with their wives were enjoying the holiday with an exzcellent steak dinner

gt 8 local restaurant when we wera informed by the waitress that we were "wanted by the Sheriff”,
Upon &rriving at the Dark Canyeon Campground nesar Idyllwlld, we were Informed that Michael Murphy,
ege 1Y, had been missing for houra, With no acent erticle availeble, Bugar (trackling Blood=
hound} eould not be used; thereforse, & ground search wes started. After searching all nlght,

1t was decided to return to the plece whare Mike was last seen. A re-gsareh of ths area had

just begun when Michasel came walking "out of nowhere." == Al

1 Juns - RESCUE - Mt. Whitney area, High Sierrs

Early on the morning of Sundsy the firat of June, as unit members were irying to cabteh up on
their aleep after having been osut on & search all night Friday (see above), RMRU received a
eall from the Chine Leke Mcuntein Rescue Group. 4 voung climber had come down from the snvire=
ong of Mt. Whitney to get help for his climbing partner who was cemped near Esat Faee Laks
{about 12,0007) and had all of the symptoms of pulmonary edema.

By S:30am Brigga, Fairchild and Daugherty were rolling towards Lona Pine, When they arrived,
they learned that an unsuccessful attempt hed besen made to use an Alr Forece rescue helleopter
from Edwards Alr Force Base, The helicopter had suatained scme tail rofor damege when caught
in a downdraft while attempting to land nsar the vietim. For obvioua ressons, the pileot fell
that further attempts %o evacumte the victim by helicopter were unjustified.

~, we had & serioualy ill victim whose condition we were foreed to sssume to be very grave and
WHe would have to evocusted by litter from an altituds of 12,000', Since this contingency had
been anticipated, other teams of the California Region of the Mountaln HRescue Agsociation had
elac been called for sasistance. Accordingly, 3 membera of RMRU and 2 members of the China Laks
group left the portal with the aim of reaching the victim as scon as posaible in order to render

s
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firat aid and prepare the vietim for evacustion. Traveling at top apeed, Wwe reached the vietim
in less than 3% hours. His conditon was indssd gquite assrious, Eia pulse was over 170, he had

g fever end was having considerabls difficulty breathing owing to fluid in his lungs. Hiz com-
paniona repcrted that his conditlon had been worssning ateadily since Friday evening and that he
had been coughing up crange spubtum. Anycone femlliar with the difficulties of evacusting & per-

gon & long distence aver rough terrain will urndsrstand our great reluctance to evacunte B0 féra=
iously i1l & victim in this menper. Our only hepe wag To eweit the Oxygen being brought in by

membera of the Bierra Madre team ir the hope theat thia might make the difference.

Juat ma the full gravity of the situsatlon was becoming clear, our sara detected the slways Wal=
coms chop-chop-chop of an oppreaching heliceopter. Mesmbers of the China Lake team in bags camp
hed maneged tao ohtein the use of a Hiller helicopter used by the Trniveraity of California to
supply its White Mountein stution. Scon the mountalnsids was awash 1in the thick orange zmoke
of cur flares and in several minutes the victim wheoase condition was by now woraening very rap=
idly, wee eboard the bird and cn his way towards recovery Iin the Lone Pine hospiftal. As we
gtood there in somewhat stunned disbeliel watching that beauztiful machine receds toward The
valley, we knaw thet we had just barely made it. Had we pot bheen in good enocugh shaps o movs
rast or had thoss in bease camp been any less paralstent In obtalning the helicopter, tha orti=
come would slmogt certeinly have been much different. Training, teamwork and condiblonlng
made thet diffsrsnes, -- Mike

2 June = TECHNICAL EVACUATION = Schoba I11llas

Lfter a Sunday sand drapgs reacing event in the 3an Jacinto
river bottom, five wyoung people want for & drive In Gheir
dune buggy up a fire control roed along the crest of Ghe
Yoboba H1lls, hoplng to reack the big "2" that is scratch-
ed cn the kigheat peak. Thelir vehlcle bacame stuckand they
headed dewn & ridge, barefcocted. Onn the way down one of
the men diverged down 8 nearly vertical gully and was str-
ended, almcst at the point where earlisr in the year a
Loy had fallen and fractured kis pelvis. The other four
hobbled in to the San Jacirta Palice Department to report
the prcblem. AMEU was called end rollsd to Ghs moubh of
what we now could call "Pleket Canyon.” Anchor points

for rappels and riggings must De aet uap by thres or four
In-1ine piekets (aluminum L' long atakea) pounded thraae
feet into the dirt matrix thet supporta the millions of
rocks Thaet cenatitute these hilla., Abosut a half-mile yp
the cenyon we scrambled up ths lafb alde bo a point above
but conaiderably to cne aide cof the victim, set up the an=
chor, end "lueky™ Milke went down. He tied the man in,
then tied himsell in to tha rcpe a few Fesal higher, and

wz hoisted. As ls usually the cade, the now safe subjaotb
weaa heappy to he belaved down the mesay hillaide to ths
gaf's welking of the canycn fleeor. Technical rescues on
tha usuelly firm cliffa cof Takguitz Rock or the High 5i-
erre Are simple and safs compared fo tha ftreasherous

-

footing of this ares and the Meccs Mud Hilla, —— Jim

(left) Mike Daugherty sssists victim up stesp 2lope. {center) Mike and victim safe at the top.
(right) Jim Fairchild tapes shnos on befors deseent.
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L June - TEGHNIGAL EVACUATION - Tahquitz Carnyon

To the ceaual hiker the gariss of cascedes and falls sbove
and below the higher falls called the "decond Falls of Tehe-
quitz Canyon® ecap be & nearly Impasaable obstacle; to the
meuntainear ascendlng or deaceding the canyon they are o
good resaon for detour; to fthe roeck elimber thevy ara fun

te rappel down end inte bhe pools below; Lo the weeksnd
hahituee whe geoes there for resaona not printable in the
Hewaletter, this ares iz & hawven, Dut a treachsrous one.
0n the Thuraday afterncon in question we received s call,
"4 girl has fallen Lo her death over the Zecond Falls in
Tahquitz Canyon, and ancthker i henging on by her fingers”.
Hesdleaa, %o say, we wmade good time driving down there an
hiking up the canycn. Warm too, over 100 deag. F. up the
gbeep climb. Fert way up we sncountered a boy who agid a
20 year old boy hed fallen and waes injursed badly. We

gure hopad & heliccpier was on the way, Milke and I, pisk-
ing ocur way up the cliffs ahove the traill and erogeing the
excessively swollen atream, flnally rsached {the victim.

He was In sbouk es tough m spot as che ccould imeagine. He
hadé a compeound fracture of the left hip, the forehead,

and, we gaWw in the X-reys latsr, comprssgicn fractures of
tha Tirat and seceond lumbnr vertsbre. A8 we cleaned and
dresasd the wounds, ws Ilsarnsd how he "necrusd" them. Hs
had glipped off & hugs bouldsr nesr the atream and fallen
thirty feet onto a slanted remp~like rock Washed by the
atreanm, landad in the pool bslosw, washed over an even high-
ar varbical falls into its poal, then stegeersd sahare,
bleseding zomaiderably. Didn'b even go inko shock., [Upon
landing in & geated posture at the bobttom of the falls,

his back bent drastisally Corward and slightly lsft, his
forehesd gtrliking the lelt ilium, this csussd the compound
fractures, the ocuricuwa feature ig thot & good-glzed aliver
cf bone aplit off the 1lium and imbedded itsalf, arrows-
like, in the forehead ainuses, Jfuet stopplng short of the
brain saec.] ILater arrivals from BMET brought the ccocllap=
8ible litter, aleeping bag, ropesa, =tn, The helicopter
Terried in mors men and equipment. We uaed o LED! rope

%o hoist tlhe bey to a real "kalry" helispot where Darrel
Ellenbure sndured s hectic fla-in of the litter, then zip-
pod him off to the hecspital, Ok yea, about the girl heang-
ing on by her fingers, she sorb of waa "payched-=out" whers
hear girl friend terminated and jusat needed asaistance acw
roga the ereek ta be pleked up by hellcopter. Walt, on ha-
loay, swam and was banged around in the atream and pools in
a fruitlesa aseprch for the Lodye Almest & month haz passad
and ahe hes not heen sighted. In thia misaion we used all
the mejor polnts ol prepursdneas to bs menticnsd in "The
Eosdrunnsr 3ez." ~= Jim

s el SO

The injursd young men is carried
anc hpisgted up to the halispob.

1 ta r = Fred Camphsusen, Bob Mac-
Pherson, giving hauling commsnds,
Jim Fairenild, loecking down, and
Ron Harris.

— Fol o LB e B i i

ia sequense of photogrephs ahows the supercharzed Sell from Western Helicoptera, Inec. piloted
. oF Darrsl Ellenburg coming into the heliapst, In the firat phots ths bird is atill aheuid three
“feet off the ground. Ths sscond photo shows the bird just about to touch ons runner down and
the litter can just be sson. The man in the center of the photo hasy his hand on tha foob end
of it, In the last photo pilet Ellenburg holda the bird in a tight spot while ths litter with
the victim is secured for the flight To the hoapital,
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9 June = SEARCH -~ Tehguitz Canycn

Twa sixteen year ald Fullertaon boys attempted 8 deacent of the canyon on 3unday. A third boy
hed sterted but changed his mind and returned te Huamber Parlk, and adviaed the parants to meks
their pick-up st Pelm Springs Sunday sfternoon. With no arrival Sunday evening the parenta no-
tifisd the Palm Springs Police Department and in turn the Riwveraide County Sheriff'!'s Department.
Walt got the cell et COCO Monday and ssven team members responded, ineluding four "veterang" of
tha prlor days 3ierra Clul recresticnal hilks from Humber Park to Palm Springe vie thes ridge.

Pat Patterson of Weatern Helicopters, Inc. and Jim Farichild made a recon [light; then decided
to drop perties off at the top and at several places in the upper canyon. After putting off
the first two nser Cearembe, Pat searched the canyon on hia way down and apotted the boys stand=-
ing 2t our 'Grapevine! helispcot and brought them on out. They had atarted to climb up out of
the canyon and wsre about half way up the ridge when they apotted the helicopter working. They
hurrisd beck down end were waving their shirts from the most prominent point they could guickly
locate. Thenks bo the RHiverslde County 3herifftas Department prompt calling of the helicopbter,
to our opsretion lemdera lmowledge and to Western's pllofta keen observation, a gquick rescus was
made and considerehls suffering aveided. 3Jood work Lt, Brown, Pat Pabberscon and Jim, == Art

17 Tuns - 3EARCH - Barton Flats ares, 3an Bernardinc Mountaina

Early Tuesday mornlng Jim Fairchild phoned ms arnd asked if | hed read the morning paper. Thers
was an arblels concerning the disappearnce cof Matthew Zipmerman, age 6. The newspaper articls
stated that he hed become lost about ncoon on Saturdey 1L Tune. It went on to state that Blocd-
nounde, helicopterg, horsemen, 2an Bernardine County Skerifl Search and Rescus Tesams and large
numbers of voluntesrs were looking four the beoy. Jim suggeated thet he drive up to ths bass
camp and voluntesr EMRU's servicea. In the afterncon Jim called me and saild that our services
would bs apprecieted and those of any other MAA teams, I then aaked my wife, Scndra, Lo astert
salling Ghe BMREU msmbars and 1 atarted calling the Califernie Repgion teams,

FMEU members begen srriving at basecamp at 1830 end by dark we asnt two teams oub into the

field. After sserching half the night the teams returned %o basezamp for o coupls hours reat.

By morning members from the Ching Lake Mcuntair Rescus Group and the 2an Diego Mountein Rescus
team had arrived. After s short briefing China Lake, Zan Diego, FEMRU and S8an Bernardino team
members went into the fisld. I remained at basecamp as Operatlons Leader and was asgisted by
Lois Mcoloy of 2en Disgo. With our new apeclal aptenns and FY radios we haed o tremsndoua com= s
munications system and remeined in ccntact at sll timsa.

At 0830 word rang through basscemp thet 'Matty! had been fournd by a pair of 18 year old boys
who had voluntssrsd to halp end were searching on their own. They had found the boy leying face
down on top of a six inch deep peteh of anow. Albthough he had vizible 1ife signs he wea defi-
nitely in very poor condltion. One of the boys ran for help while the other remsined with the
vietim. A4 sheriffTs tsam led by Deputy 3gt, Cllie Gray reached him repidly and removed his wst
clothes and wrapped him in Jeckets and procesded down with him in a malke shift litter. They
were met by ancther tesm bringing in a Stclkes litter. He was branaferred into the Stokea and
the Journey ovut to road continued. While thia was taking plmee I advissd the MRA tsams by ra-
dia to return %o hase and drove %o where the boy was to be brought out toos. When ths litter
grrived at ths rosd I entered the wvehicle wilh Lhe bow. His akin was ley cold and I could not
hear a audible heart best with a atethcsccope, but I eculd feel reapirvations with my hend. Oc-
ceaisicnly he would make feaint moaning scunda amd I could alac hear expelled air as I placed my
gar to his mouth. After s short trip we arrived at a heliport where a Marine helicopter wea
waiting, with engine running, from-the E1l Toro Marine Base.

We quickly loadsd the littsr into the waiting blrd. Deputy Gray, the boy's father and I bosrded
for the flight to Norton Alr Poree Base, A8 we tock off I wellsd to the crewman to ask the pl-
lot to radioc ahesd and make sure s decter weould be weliting. Deputy Gray and I unbubtoned our
ghirts as we werse going bo place the boy between us for warmth. A8 I lifted the boy hs went

limp and I noted his pupils were dilated. I immsdiately tryed to open hisg mouth with no succesa.
Faverishly I removed dried mucous and dirt from the beys necatrila and tryed mouth to noaes resa-
plration. After thres guleck breaths I could ses there was no reaponse a3 the puplle remeined
dilated. Then training, thet the team had received the month before from tesm membsr Dr, Horman
Mellor, in eclosed chest heart compression, flashed to my mind, Again, I yelled over the rosr of
the helisopter, for 0lllis ©o teke over the respiraticn while I atarted the heart massage. The
small 1ifeless form besfors ms had died, in my mind I knew it, snd that thers wos nothing more

I could do. However, we had been instructed tc continue until a dosctor says stop. It sesmed
like houra weres passing &nd muscle spssms racked my forearm, (The helicopber pilot later told -
me it had taken only nine minutea for the light.,] As the huge machins shuddarad teo & stop at
¥orton I heard & mound and my eyes flashed to the amail blue eyes before me. 1 debtected & very-
alight contraection of the pupils. I cculdn't Believe my eyes and I found it herd to breathe,
The door slowly opsnsd and shortly an alr force doetor and medic enbered. The doctor lisTened
for a heartbeat and heard nons, He then took over the heart massage and the madic triled s man-
ual resuscitator. & tight seal wag dLfflcult to maintain on the small face and 1 could see

"
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that the boy was not receiving air. I thought, my God, den't let him slip sway again and asked
for asmething %o pry his mouth open. Ag If from nowhere s tongue depresscr sppesred,. I worked
't between hia teeth and prysd his mouth open, With an cpen airway the small form began to bre-

_ Ethe agaln. He was then quickly loeded into the walting ambulance and was on his way to the
heoaspitel, Although breathing, hs wea atill in asrioua condition. Dcetors told us that he would
probably remain in 8 coma for 24 to LB hours end quite likely have scme braln damege. Thaat ni-
ght he opened his eyes and spolks tc his perents and when I was phoned the nsws I couldn't hold
back the molature that collected in my eyss. Jusat seven days after FMRU sterted in the search,
TMatty' was wheseled from the hospital by his fathesr with s big amile on his face and a teddy
bear on his lap. == Walt

TMatty' with tongus deprssacr a2till wedgzed Harried but happy, Welt Walker and Deputy
between his testh, is lomded intc thes walt- 2gt. 01lis Gray are intasrviewsd just after
ing ambulance st Horton Air Porce Rase. gaving the young ladTs life,

iFhotos Ly Bel Aloggqulst, Biversids Press-Bnbarprisse)

21 JTune ~ REFLTE = Tehgults Canveon AFALN

4 peazeful Soturdsy afterncon, hal At 1300 we received the call that a girl was lurt in the
canyan, both legs broken 1% was raported, Another apessd run to the cul-de-gac off Ramon Hoad
in Palm Sprlngs. Wasstern Heliccpbere waa om hand again, the supsrchargsd Bell plloted oy Ton
Mason, He took Wnlt and me in to o apot mhove the vietim, (Ths girl fell ahout a hundrad feetb
lower down the cenyon from where the boy fell who sustained the serious fractures,)] 3She was a
mighty Juslky 16 year old., She fell whils eroasing the sbreem and jemmed a leg under o rock
that prevented her from being swepht down & cascade and falls bo probeble death. Whan wa ar-—
rived at her lcocetion we ateried exsmining her and found a gericus leceration con Lhs top of
the tioia, with conslderable damapge to the underlying tissus. We drosssd the wound snd pub an
air aplint on the lag, suapsciing a fracturs, The temperaturs was in the 90's and although the
voung lady hed lain not mors than five fest from rushing watsr her companions had not glven her
ary wabter (her lips wera dry and looked 1llle they were about to crack}. She seld yes, bubt had
vatter not becsuss of natures call. At previous sessions with tesm doetor, MNerm Mellor, we had
been warned about the ssricusness of a distanded »ladder and ths congeguences if it burat.
While I wenl bacl up to direct the heliccpter back in, Walt in s wvery professlonal mMENREr eX—
~lainad the problem to the young lady and asglsted her to take cars of the problem wlth halp
som two of her girlfrisnde,., We tied her intc the 1itter and four AMREU membera carried har
~—morosa the atream to s L0 foot cliff. Previouwaly, other team members hwmd set up & mechanicsl
sdvantage and other bachnleal rigpgings. We holated her and Mike on up The eliff te top, thence
to the hover apst. Instructions were radiced cat for the bird to coms in for the plei-up.
Cnee again, Tom did his usual tremendous job of flying, a8 he held ths bird on cne runner aa we
logded the victim inte the ship for & guick trip to the hospitel. He returned four more times
to haul ug and our gear beek Lo bage. == Jim
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{laft) Walt Welker explaina to the young ledy how she will be f{ransported across the atream, up
the eliff and out to the heapital by heliccopter. (center) Looking down the cliff which the
litter with the wvictim and Mlke Daugherty were holated up. (right Jim Feirechild, in lower
laft corner, gives Helitme signals Lc pllet Tom Maaon as he holds a ong runnesr touch down and
Walt Walker loads egquipment tc be transperted cut to baascamnps

23 Juna = EVASUATION - Hidden Lalke drop-cff, San Jacinto Mountains

Lbout 1430 we received the ecall thet & boy hed fallen and was sericusly injured. BEveryons schb-
ively connscted with SAR cparetilcns wlll understand our terlibly negabive feelings when wes fi-
nally were convinced that this hey, 17 year cold Chris Upgocd, was weyond earthly help. Wa had ™
mede another fast trip to the tram Mondey afternocn. At the upper atation we were bLold he was
"probably" dead. Onee down in Long Velley, Rangers who were opn the scene verified this. It!s
tough to accept when avery mentel and physiecal facet of cur perscnalltlies yearns to reach ths
vicitim, give firat aid, evecumte from dangercus terrain, anything necessary to bring him out

in condition to survive. 3ure, we went in to recover the body. Ee had tumbled 3007 down ths
£E5a70 dagres cliffa just soubhsast of Hidden Leke, EDesath had bsen instantanecus, but you know
how reparta are =-- we had hopsd for another chance to save a life. =- Jim

2 June - SEARCH = Ztrawbsrry Creel, 3an Jacinto Mountoins

Latks in the afternoon EMRU was notifisd by the Riveraide County Sheriff'a Deparbment that a 12
year old boy wesy migaing. Ae I errived af the JTdyllwild sube-staticn I wea infeormed that a man
wasd misaing in the Zanta Rosa Mountrina, A&After a diascussicn with Capt. Crowell we decided to
call the Zan Diego Msuntain Rescus Tesm teo maaiat in that search, Jim Faircehild wea asaigned
te be bthe Cperaticns Lesder and lsave as soon g maore HMAU membera arrived. We drove to where
the boy waa staying with his mother asnd wers Ttold that he left for the Idypllwild Arta Campus
just befeore 080D thet morning. We drove to thers end disecussed this with & man and ffired! 3u-
gar. {(Sugaer ls cne of bthe teams Gracking Bloodhounds and we had obtalned a pajama top from the
vietim's mother to was as a acent articls for the dog.;! Sugar boundsd down towards Strawberry
Creek, crcased tc the north bank and startsd downstresm. Hon Harrias was right bshlnd all the
time carrying one of the team's new radics. Shortly we crogsed agoin back tc the south alde
end continued high up on the side o0 the canyon., Following slong snd ecalling 211l the tims wers
AMRU members Bill Speck, Fred Camphaussan and Bd Hill, We begen to drift downward as bhe dog
tracked and we ceccasiecnly found foostprinta. Ron and T came ©o a drop off and I climbed down
through Prlscn Osk to check the area, Shortly we hesrd calls, the three men hehind us had
heard the boy anawsr their calla, 4 15D foot long rope wes gquickly uncoiled and Bill deacandad
down the LE degrae angle alope of decompossd granite. Right st the end of the rope Bill found
the boy hanging cnto & small bush, 3Jcocmehow as ths young lsd fell and s8lid dcwn the alepe he
managed to grab the bugh and stop nis desecent. IT he hed nat been eble to steop he weould surely
have laonded on the »ocks below and tumbled inbo the swollen weters of Strawkerry Creelk to his
death, BEd alsc deacended to the boy and he nnd Bill masiated the bey up the slcope wlth Fred
managing tha ropa from ahove. Just as the hoy was found other RMRU memhers were about to atart
up the canyen from the highway below. Due to ths excellent communleatlona we ware able to call
them cff and they went over to the Santa Rosa gsarch. The five of us then started back up the
canyon and took the boy to his anxiously walting persnte. Onee agein s 1ife was saved becauae
AMRU was ready with 8ll of ita akillis and equipment. —- Walt



