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This is the first issue of the expanded
EMREU NEWSLETTER, planned hopefully to give
full information about all Unit activities,
for the benefit of everyone in any way
connected with RMRU. The mailing list is
also being expanded,

A BIT OF HISTORY. A small group of mountain-
gers interested in search and rescue worked
with the Riverside County Sheriff's Depart-
ment as reserve deputies. These men with
the encouragement of the Mountain Rescue
Agsociation formed the nucleus. 1961 was
the year that RMRU really got started as a
Search & Rescue Unit in Riverside County,
with 5 men and a used truck donated by
Helms Bakery. Operations continued for a
few years as we added members (a goodly
number from out-of-county) and increased
our capabilities. In January, 1964, we
incorporated under the laws of the State of
California. Since then we have built a
program of training and operating procedures
that have brought us to a high standard of
preparedness for wilderness search and
rescue., We strive continually to improve
our material and physical readiness and
skill. Our missions have taken us as far
south as Canyon Diablo in Baja, California,
north to the Tahoe Region, inte the High
Sierra and Charleston Mountains of Newvada,
and usually, of course, to the San Jacinte
Mountains of Riverside County. The year with the most missions was 1966 (26), it looks like
1968 will be the low with none to this date. We wish to emphasize our fime relationship of
mutual cooperation and helpfulness with the Riverside County Sheriff's Department, under the
leadership of Ben Clark, Sheriff.

PARTICIPATION. The number of hours devoted to Unit activities on both a corporate and indivi-
dual basis is significant because we are 100% volunteer. In 1967 the Unit as a whele put in
6,428 hours, with 2400 devoted to search and rescue, several individuals with over 500 hours
each. This kind of dedication is easy to understand when we see people rescued from what
appear to be terminal circumstances. Hmm, that's a stiff way to say we get satisfaction from
saving lives.

NEW MEMBERS. We now have fifteen active men., That is at least ten short of what we would
ke--our operations are more effective with at least sixteen men on every mission and that

~18 hard to achieve with only fifteen volunteers. If all of us talk up wilderness rescue Co

capable outdeoorsmen, we may attract new members.
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Are you as prepared for wilderness search and rescue as you would want your rescuers Lo be?




ELECTION. At the repular meeting, 25 April, we will elect five men to the Beoard of Dirvectors.
This group will then determine who will be Unit President, Vice President, Sccrecary, Trea-
aurer, Quartermaster, and appoint Committee Chairmen., Only the President must be a member of
the board, the other offices may be held by men on or off the board, Read the Unit's Con=
stitution and Ewv=Laws before the meeting, then be sure wou are there bo wobde. We koow some
changes will occur, vou might be pertc of them,

WIKTER TRAINING. Some trip! Balmy nights, warm days, good snow cenditions, and get this--
100% of the members present, plus two inactive members. Our objectives of practicing sclf-
and Leam-arcest, ¢limbing and belaying, and vescue from steep snow were accomplished. ALl

we need now is a4 mission on steep snow. Actually, we are in dire seed of apy kind of missien.
We must not fail to mention the presence and intensive participation of Jim White, Bud's

aon; Deve Hadley znd Steve Bryvant, cendidates, Stewve will be 21 in August and will be a fine
addicion €o Che Unit, Dave has a much longer Cime bo walt, Several members of the San Diego
Unit came up Sabturday to observe and participate. Their upil is in the process of qualifving
for MBA acceptance.

Motes: How many windpants got ventilated by sharp crampon points? A& number of noses are
peeling this week, Bob MacPherson used an excellent vip for making a toboggan from skiis.
Falrehild aboul had a stroke when Brigps said the pew perlon haed a cut in if; inspection
showed the mantle just got & tiny snag -- Bill has good eyes -- Jim has 2 low threshold for
Wworry. Bripgs and Webster slept inm the igloo Saturday night, probably to escape the singing
around the campfire, How about that terraced fire-ring? Jim White did well with the guitar,
no plek and 25 deg., Fo If you were not there you would act believe the gourmet menus,
luxurious accommodatiens, and convivislity enjoved by 211. Which leads us to... noext year's
winter trip. We go Spartan &nd apend Saturday night biwvouacked just below the cornice line
in the Big Draw. This sounds like music to the Training Chalrman's ears,

COMING EVEHTS, Carefully check the dstes listed at top of sheet. The April Board Heeting is
at Walkers, 1900, HEegular Meeting at Highland Gucfitters, 1930, Californis Region (MEA)
Waorkshep at Williamson Rock. April training sessicn ab Big Bock, 0700, Bring all wour gear,
wa'll have an equipment show after lunch. Time and place of May Board and Repular Meeting Eo
be snnounced. HMay training, see Traiming Schedule for place. The HMEA Mecting will be 1o
Josemite Valley: meeting on Saturday; testing of new teams on Sunday.

CALIFOENIA BEGIOH WOBKSHOP. The Meatrose Search and Bescue Team is heosting this workshop.
They will have men at the Horse Flats Campground, just off Cthe Angeles Crest Highway, Friday
afternoon 19 April, This weekend workshop is for rescue members and their families. The
workshop will be devoted to technical evacuation and related subjects. There will be & camp-
fire Saturday evenlng for everyone, The workshop will starc at 0800 Saturday and emd at noon
on Sunday. Directiont Follew Interstate 15 op the Cajon Pasa. Take Highway 138, then High-
way 2. The Harse Flats Campground is approximately 50 miles from Interstate 153. Watch for
markers as you near. Since this workshop is limited to Region teams, it will be small and
should be educsecional, A1l BMED members sre wvrged co attend.

MONDAYS ON THE ROCES. Meet at 1900, 9th & Loring, for technical training on Mt. Rubidoux,
every Monday in April. If vou have not attended an "on the rocks'" evening, you have missed
more Chan just training. Coms on oub and see,

DUES, Pleasce, evervbody pay vour dues for the last six months of the 1967-68 fiscal year.
There are still 3 active members and 2 inactive members who haven't paid. All inactive members
whe have neot paid their dues by the beginning of the new fiscel year will be dropped from the
team roster. Dues time is here again for ewvervens, at least aix months is reguired in advance.
It would really help if everyone paid for a whele year in advance., We could go ahead and get
thosa much peaded and wanced RMRELD shoulder patches.

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIF. We wish to thank the Hemacinto Lions Clubk for thelr wery generous con-
tribution and to welcome them as one of RMRU's sustaining members. Our sustaining membership
drive is petting under way slowly but surely, as we get more snd more exposure with our new
1lide show and talks to service clubs and youth groups. All RMRU members, active and inactive,
snould keep this sustaining membership deive in mind and contact friends and scquaintances a
about becoming BMRU supporters. They may be more interested than you chink,

SLIDE SHOW. If any RMEU members have been appreached sbout giving our new slide show, have
them contact Larry Pearcy and he will be glad to set up a showing te serviece clubs, youth
groups, church groups, etc. Also Lerry would welcome the help of any member at these various
showings, especislly service club luncheons.
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