Horse Thief Canyon Search

October 24-25, 2010
Santa Rosa Wilderness
2010-032

Written by Matt Jordon

On the evening of Sunday October 24 at 7 p.m. RMRU was notified that three lost
hikers were stranded in the Horse Thief Canyon area of the Santa Rosa Wilderness.
One male and two females- all in their mid twenties - became disoriented whilst on
an ambitious 15-mile uphill day hike from the La Quinta Cove to their parked car
staged at Sugarloaf Cafe south of Carrizo.

Initial rough location of subjects was determined by cell tower triangulation and GPS
navigation. As our three deployed RMRU members approached the targeted subject
area, line of sight, radio, and verbal communication became limited due to high wind
conditions and steep, loose terrain. Ultimately the subjects were safely found atop a
hill isolated from Highway 74 by a deep canyon. After some no-nonsense down
climbing and cactus dodging, all three thankful subjects were returned safe to their
vehicle at the Sugarloaf Cafe at approximately 2 a.m.

RMRU members present: Mike Herman, Matt Jordon, Nick Nixon, and Les Walker.

RMRU is a volunteer search and rescue team that covers Riverside County and assists other teams
with search and rescue efforts in other counties. Each member purchases their own equipment and
takes time off work, without compensation, to participate in search and rescue missions. Team
equipment is purchased from contributions from the community. We are a non-profit organization and
are funded by donations from people like you.



