
 
 

Climber moderately injured 
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By Kevin Walker 

The first thing I want to do is apologize to team members present and to Ranger Tom 
Patterson of Joshua Tree National Monument for any errors I might have in this article 
as I was not present. Due to an error on the editor's part (yours truly) no write up 
assignment was made for this mission. 

To the best of my knowledge, Sunday late morning, a climber in the Joshua Tree 
National Monument took a fall and was moderately injured. It was a ground fall, and a 
technical rescue was not needed. What was needed was medical assistance. Knowing 
that RMRU had a doctor present, that being Ray Hussey, Ranger Tom Patterson came 
over to where RMRU was training and asked for assistance. Members present 
followed Tom back to where the climber was located. Dr. Ray attended to the patient 
while arrangements for helicopter transportation was made. At first a helicopter from 
the Highway Patrol was going to respond, but apparently they got tied up in something 
else. Ultimately, a chopper from the San Bernardino Sheriff's Department responded 
and flew the injured subject to one of the desert hospitals. 

 

  

RMRU is a volunteer search and rescue team that covers Riverside County and assists other teams 
with search and rescue efforts in other counties. Each member purchases their own equipment and 
takes time off work, without compensation, to participate in search and rescue missions. Team 
equipment is purchased from contributions from the community. We are a non-profit organization and 
are funded by donations from people like you. 

 


