Solo skier overdue

January 13, 1985
Long Valley area
1985-003

By Glenn Henderson

Because of Kenneth Kenaga being overdue in completing an ascent of the North Face
(see Mission 1985-002 for complete information) a friend, Lyn Dessaux went out on
skis from Long Valley to try and meet or find his friend the previous day, January 12th.
We had been called to search for Ken on the North Face, but when we arrived
assistant Ops Leader Kevin Walker informed us of Lyn also being overdue as he was
to return to the tram before dark on the 12th. As the first search was getting started
Kevin assigned Rick Pohlers and myself to go around to the tram, ride up and start
searching from Long Valley for one and or both of the missing men. Just as we were
walking into the ranger station in Long Valley Lyn wandered back in also after
spending a very cold night out lost in the snow. He was in good shape though. Also
news came in that Ken had been located but was stranded on the North Face, so Rick
and | hurried back to the tram and returned to base camp at Snow Creek to assist if we
could with the search that now became a serious rescue.

RMRU is a volunteer search and rescue team that covers Riverside County and assists other teams
with search and rescue efforts in other counties. Each member purchases their own equipment and
takes time off work, without compensation, to participate in search and rescue missions. Team
equipment is purchased from contributions from the community. We are a non-profit organization and
are funded by donations from people like you.



