Man missing for one week

September 27, 1984
Ortega Mountains
1984-024

By John Dew

It was mid to late afternoon when we were called by the Sheriff and asked to search
for a man whose car had been parked alongside a dirt road about 3 miles off the
Ortega Highway for nearly a week.

The team met at El Cariso Fire Station and we were there informed that this young
man, Michael Booze, had a rifle with him. This caused some concern, as no one or
nothing is predictable in a case like that.

It was determined that the team would start an all out search at first light the next
morning. Four team members, however, would go now, about 5 p.m., to the car and
just make a sweep of the area for about a quarter mile radius from the car, just to get
the lay of the land. We didn't really cherish the thought of being out there after dark
searching for a guy with a gun.

Upon reaching the car and starting a search pattern, it was only a matter of minutes
until he was found. The rifle was close by his side. He had apparently taken his own
life several days earlier.

RMRU is glad to be of service in any case but this type mission is sure discouraging.

RMRU is a volunteer search and rescue team that covers Riverside County and assists other teams with
search and rescue efforts in other counties. Each member purchases their own equipment and takes time
off work, without compensation, to participate in search and rescue missions. Team equipment is purchased
from contributions from the community. We are a non-profit organization and are funded by donations from
people like you.



