
 
 

Missing woman 

June 5, 1983 
Below Tahquitz Rock 
1983-021 

By John Dew 

During the mid morning fellow RMRU member Walt Walker contacted me for a search 
below Tahquitz Rock. 

This was our monthly training weekend and the majority of our members were 
somewhere in Deep Canyon. This only left a few of us immediately available for the 
search. 

At Humber Park I met Mary Bowman closely followed by Walt. Walt told us that John 
Muratet was enroute to the Big Horn overlook to contact the rest of the team in the 
canyon to respond ASAP to Idyllwild. Quickly Walt, Jim Garvey, Roy (my son) and I 
were in the field heading to the base of the rock where Mary Villalobes was last seen 
the day before. It seems that she had been watching companions climb on Tahquitz 
Rock. When they finished their climb and hiked back down and around the rock, Mary 
was not there. They spent most of the night looking for her, and at first light came out 
and called for help. We had just reached the base of the rock and started looking 
when Mary was seen at a coffee shop in Idyllwild. With that news we headed back to 
base, and then home. 

  

      
 

 

   
 

  

RMRU is a volunteer search and rescue team that covers Riverside County and assists other teams with 
search and rescue efforts in other counties. Each member purchases their own equipment and takes time 
off work, without compensation, to participate in search and rescue missions. Team equipment is purchased 
from contributions from the community. We are a non-profit organization and are funded by donations from 
people like you. 

 


